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| Ig And Moshe said to Aharon, “This is '

what the LORD spoke, saging: ‘By

those who come near Me | must be

Shmini is the name of this week’s

Parasha. Shmini means cighth. The regarded as HO|95 and before all the

P

People I must be glorhqed.

number eight signhqes new beginnings.
~Leviticus 10:3

In this week’s Parasha we learn that on

the eighth clag Moshe called Aharon “For | am the LORD who
brings youup out of the

land of Eggpt, to be your
God. You shall therefore be
ho!g, for1am Holg”
~Leviticus 11:45

and his sons to begin their Priest|9 work. God gave s[:)cciﬁc
instructions for how to Proper19 worshil:) Him.Through the work
of the Kohenim (Priests), sin could be atoned for and the
presence of God would come before the Peo[:)lc. The PCOPIC
could not aPProach God without coming to Him through the

Priesthoocl.

Pray First
The Priesthoocl could onlg aPProach God bﬂ Following His
instructions to do so. Itis a grievous sin when the leaders Father GOCL

that God has called to serve Him do not obeg God. The

We praise You
Priests (Kohenim) were set aPart For thc purpose O{: P

reﬂccting His glorg 1Cor the worlcl to see. bccause OF Your

mercies. You have

Provicled away for

God gave them a set of instructions on what food would be
aPProPriate for them to eat. This sPecial dietis an us to worhsip You.

individuals c]ai‘g demonstration to the world that theg

Teach us to WOFS]‘IiP
trust and clcPencl on God.

You according to

Your instructions
Focus Passage

Leviticus 9:1-10:11 and not the ways of

man.
In Yeshua’s Name we

Prag,

Amen

In Leviticus 9:1, on the eighth c]ag (Sh’mini), Moshe
(Moses) called Aharon, his sons, and the elders of
Yisra’el togethcr. Eight rcPresents newness, and it

has a Kingdom purpose. This Kingclom purpose for

the Kohenim (Priests) was to lead the People in the J Cl
Read Next:

Leviticus 9:1-11:47

truth of God. This tg[:)e of leac]ershi[:) Procluces

faithful followers who are a blessing to the world.



The main purpose of the Priest was to atone for sin and bring the presence of God before the People. Sin
seParatecl them from God. The work of the Priest reversed the consequence of sin and brought them back
into the presence of God. Toclag, because of the work of Messiah Yeshua on the Cross, we

can have FOY'giVCﬂCSS O1C sins. When we l'CPCﬂt OF our sins we can bC in GOC!’S PI"CSCI’ICC. v

In Leviticus 9:7 Moshe said to Aharon, ¢ Go to the altar, offer your sin oﬁcering (a7 nxvn (‘ \‘

- korban hatta’t) and your burnt oﬂcering (277 N9y - korban olah), and make atonement
for 3ourselFancl for the Peop|e” Aharon and his sons did as theg were told bg Moshe and as the LORD

commanded them. This showed submissiveness to God and His commands.

First Aharon offered the burnt ogering on the altar. This ogcring enabled them
to transition into the presence of God and worshiP Him. Then Aharon offered
the sin omcucering as was commanded. This was a sacrifice for one who
unintentiona”g sinned against a command of the LORD. Next Aharon Presented
the grain oﬁcering (2w nnn - korban minchah). This ogering was done because

theg wanted to worship God.

The final oﬁcering that Aharon offered in Leviticus 9:21 was a wave ogering before the LORD. This signiﬁcd
the victory of God’s will being accom[:)lishecl. This cha[:)tcr ends with Moshe and Aharon coming out of the
Tabernacle of Mceting and blessing the People of Yisra’el. When theg did this the Gloxy of the LORD
aPPearecl before all of the Pcople. Fire came out before the Lord and consumed the burnt oﬁccring and the
fat on the altar. When the People saw it, theg shouted and fell on their faces. The fire confirmed God’s
acceptance of their obedient worship. Biblica”9 based worshilo should be the Priorit9 of our lives.

In Leviticus Chaptcr 10 we learn that proper worship was not the Prioritg of Nadav (Nadab) or Avihu ( Abihu).
Leviticus 10:1 says that Nadab and Abihu, sons of Aharon, each took his censor and put fire in it, put incense
onit, and offered Promcanc fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them to do. The most
grievous sin a leader can do is IMPROPER WORSHIP. lmProPer worship will bring about death. lmProPer
worship is usua”g based upon how we think we should worshil:). This is what Nadab and Abihu were cloing.
Theg entered a restricted Place because thcg wanted to worshil:) God where theg wanted to worship. The
incense that thcg Put on the censor was not what God told them to bring before Him. Nadab and Abihu would
not have been there if theg did not want to worshiP God, but theg wanted to worshil:) God where theg wanted
to worshi[:) Gocl, how theg wanted to worshiP God, and when theg wanted to worshiP God. Whenwe worship
God our way it does not glorhcg Him. Levitcus 10:2 tells us that when theg offered their ogcring to the LORD
fire went out from the LORD and devoured them, and thcg died before the LORD. Moshe commanded
Eltzafan and Misha’el to carry Nadab and Abihu outside the camp. Thcg took them outside the campjust as
Moshe asked them to.



In Leviticus 10:6 -7 Moshe gave instructions for EPazar and Itamar not to uncover their heads, nor
tear their clothes lest theg clie, and wrath come upon all the Peol:)le. When the leaders of God are
not doing things accor&ing to the instructions of the Word of God, the People will receive God’s

anger. Restoration is now needed so that the People may worship God.

There are numerous benefits from worshipping God. Through worship we see things from God’s
Perspective. We will have greater discernment when we worship, and we will be better ec]uiPPec] to
serve God. In Leviticus 10:8 -10 we learn that God instructed the Priests on how to conduct
themselves. God sPoke to Aharon and instructed him to not drink wine or intoxicating drink, nor

his sons, when theg went into the Tabernacle of Meeting, lest theg die.

We do not have a Tabernacle. Although we do not worship in the Tabernacle, this standard still
aPPIies todag. We should not worship God having done angthing

that God forbids us to do when we aPProach Him in worship.

Leviticus 10:10 tells us that when we worshi[:) God
Pro[:)erlg we are able to discern what is holg and

unholg, what is clean and unclean. Worship gjves us

insight. Correct worshi[:) Positions us to be blessed

bg God, but incorrect worshilo brings aboutjuclgment. Worshi[:) is a matter of life and death, and
failure to worship God correct19 has disastrous consequences. When we worshiP God our way it

does not glori% Him, and it will not be recognize& bg Him. We need to worship God according to

His instructions, found in the Word of God.

As we reflect on this Parasha teaching we see that worship, when done correctlg, will bring the
presence of God and His blessing. lmProPer worshi[:) will bring death. Because of the work of
Messiah Yeshua there is no reason to fear hcgou have unintentiona”g worshiPPecl God
imProPerlg. You may be thinking, “l cannot worshi[:) God Properlg all the time,” or that you have
worshippecl God imProPerlg in the past and were not aware. This is whg we have repentance for
sin. Messiah died for us so that we could repent and be restored to Him. We are never going to be
Perfect. We all make mistakes and sin, but the man or woman of God is quick to repent of their sin
so that theg might exPerience Forgiveness and restoration. Seek to make biblica”g based worshil:)
the Prioritg of your life and repent hcgou have not. Ask gourselF: is my worship Pleasing to God?



Animals intended for food...

Put an X’ over the animals God

commanclecl us not to eat.
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I Eg First

i We thank You for Your

- steaclgast love. l

Father God , I

| Teachustoliveina way
- that gloriﬁes You.

! May we seek to hear from I
i You so that we may
* Know the ca”ing You have |
I for our life.
l

In Yeshua’s name we pray, |

i Amen

| Read next
i Acts 10:9-22

A Deepcr Dive

= In Acts 10, Peter, a clisciple (Y1 - talmid) of Yeshua, was on ajoumcg

and stoPPccl to rest at a home in JoPPa. Peter was hungrg and while food

- was being Preparcc] for him to eat, Peter went to the roof top to pray.
" Peter had a Phgsical hunger, but he also had a spiritual hungcr. His desire

" to pray was more Powencul than his hunger For Foocl. Peter wantecl an

experiencc with God. Now it was the sixth hour. Six is related to the grace of

God. This alerts us that an event is about to haPPen that is related to the

- grace of God. In Acts 10:10 we reacﬂ, “Then he became very hungrg and
: wanted to eat but while theg made readg, he fell into a trance.” Acts 10:11

* tells us that Peter Perccivec] the heavens oPening and an obiect like a great

sheet bound at ‘che Four corners was c]cscending to him an le‘c down to the

earth. What Peter saw was a Four~corner garment ancl the purpose omc this

- vision relates to the commandments of God. Mang have in‘cerPrcted Acts

chapter 10 incorrec‘clg and thought this passage was about food, but itis

not. Peter expcriencccl a message about the kingdom.

In Acts 10:1% we read, “and a voice came to him, ‘Rise Peter; sacrifice and

. eat.”” Peter was being called to be a Priest (Kohen). In Previous Torah

lessons we have learned that the purpose of the Priest was to serve God bg
teaching the People the truth about Him. In Acts 10:15, God continued to

spcak to Peter and told him, “What God has cleansed you must not call common.” God was tc”ing Peter if

He cleanses it, it is not common. You might be thinking that this passage is about food. But God has

called us to be students of the Word, and we need to look back at the beginning of chapter 10 to

understand the context. In Acts 10:1 we read that there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion. He lived

in Caesarea, the caPital of the Roman emPirc in Yisra’el. Cornelius was a Gentile and a follower of Yeshua.

In Acts 10:2 we read that he was “a devout man and one who feared God with all his houscholcl, who gave

generouslg to the People, and Pragecl to God always.” Andjust

before we read of Peter’s vision, an angel of God came to

Cornelius and told him to send for Peter.

A

Returning to Peter’s vision on the rooFtoP, what we are

learning as we read is that Peter is NOT having a vision about

what food we should and should not eat . He was ]’wavinga vision

about the Gentile Peoplc. Messiah Yeshua, through Peter’s vision, was

rcaﬁqrming God’s call to Visra’el and te”ing Peter

not to believe that Gentiles were unclean.

At this time many believing Jews believed that

®

Spider Snake

Sheep Goat



Gentiles were unclean. Yisra’el’s purpose was to minister to the Gentiles and to bring them the truth of God'’s
Word so that the Gentiles might be members of the Familg of God. God desires Jews and Gentiles to be with
Him in the kingclom. Peter was Pon&ering this vison, wondering what this vision meant when the men that

Cornelius sent arrived at the gate of the home.

The Holg SPirit sPoke to Peter in Acts 10:20 and saicl, “Arise and goto them for | have sent them.” Peter was

eing commissioned to goto the Gentiles. God’s desire is for all PCOPIC to come to Him, both the Jew and
Gentile. Itis through the Forgiveness of sins, through the grace of Gocl, and through the gospcl message that
we can be with God. Upon hcaring from the Ho|9 SPirit, Peter obeyecl the ca”ing of God and went with the
men that Cornelius sent. The gospel message was going to the Gentiles! We are called to be PeoPle of the
truth and share the truth of this message. Seek to Participatc in the things of God, pray as Peter did
diligently so that you may hear the ca”ing that God has upon your life. Follow the instructions that God gjves
you for your life so that you may Point others to the gospcl message of Yeshua and glori)cg God.

And a voice spoke to him again a second time,
“What God has cleansed you must not call

common.” ~Acts 10:15

The name of this Torah Portion is Sh’mini, which means “eighth.” In
Hebrew Sh’mini is written right~to~|emct with the letters
Shin Mem Yod Nun Yod, like this:

Yod

i
Yod > ’J’nw «— shin
t t

Nun Mem

Trg writing it on the spaces below.




A Closer Look

Haftarah: 2 Samuel 6:1-7:17

In our ProPhetic reading we see that David ? ﬁ
desired to bring the Ark of God back to : :
Jerusalem. The Ark of God rePresents the jDDDDDDDDED
very Presence of God. David’s desire to move | =
the Ark of God back to Jerusalem was a
correct desire, but in his excitement to
accomPlish this he failed. Uzzah touched the
Ark of God when he should not have.

Ultimatelg this was because David attemPted to serve God in his own

—

understanding rather than consulting the Word of God for the proper way to
handle the Ark of God. The result was the death of Uzzah, and
disappointment and desPair for David.

Then David danced before
the LORD with all his might

and David was wearing a

linen ePhod, the Scriptures. While moving the Ark of God,
David showed God numilitg bg

2 Samuel 6:14 removing his rogal aPParel

Three months later David moved the Ark of
God according to how God commanded in

and dressing like a simPle

servant in a linen tunic. He
worsniPPed the Lord while dancing before the
Ark of God. David also recognized
God’s Provision bg blowing the shofar.
The shofar sgmbolized God’s
Provision. WorsniPPing God with a humble heart as we recognize His Provision
s necessary to draw closer to Him. When we aPProacn God with numilitg,
worsniP, and recognition of God’s Provision great cnange will haPPen in our

lives as we seek to serve Him.



