B’ chukota npna
“In l\/\9 Statutes”

| eviticus 26:3-27:34

2 Pray First

: Father God,
This is the last Parasha for the book of Leviticus! The title for this
Parasha, B’chukotai, means “in My statutes.” In this tcaching God

: We Praise You because You are

: Righteous and Just. Teach us to

: seek Your will and Your purposes
: and help us not to seek our will.

: l:ather, teach us to be obedient to

: Your commands and to submit to the

states tl"lC many blessings that would occur for t]"lC children of
Yisra’el (lsrael) it theg obegcd His Word and followed the

: truth of Your Word. instructions that He gave them. God also instructs the Children of
: Yisra’el on the curses that would haPPen it thcg did not obcg His

: In Yeshua’s name we pray, Word and did not follow His commands. We will learn that these

: Amen curses were not to Punish the Children of Visra’el. God’s heart was
: for them to re[:)cnt and to turn their hearts back to Him so that He

: Read next: Leviticus 263 — 27:34 could be with them. The blcssings and the curses are notjust for

: the Peoplc, but tlﬁcg are also for the land. We end the book of
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Leviticus Iearning that Yisra’el’s (lsrael) response and our own
responses to God’s commands have consequences. We serve ajust and loving God . He loves Yisra’el and

He loves us and desires for us to obeg His commands and walk in His ways.

Focus Passage: Leviticus 26:3 — 46

The Children of Visra’el (lsracl) had been given instructions bg God on the Priestlg code of sacraﬁce, the
Pries’choodJ Purity, holiness) and how theg should conduct themselves in the land. 1n Leviticus 26 the
Children of Visra’el are told through Moshe on Mt. Sinai what will
haPPen in the Promised land i thcg are obedient to God’s commands

and what will haPPen if they disobey His commands and laws. Their ‘ “‘H: you wan< n Mg <X
decision will notjust affect them Persona”g but it will affect the nation statutes and kCCP Mﬂ ‘
of Visra’el as a whole. The land will be fruitful when there is obedience

' commandments, and
and barren when there is no obedience. Obedience is the heart of this R’ r{: th .
PC orm cm,

lesson and the spiritual principles still apply to us. Obedience to the
P Proer PP - Leviticus 26:3 NKJV

Word of God is the mark of a true disciple and will bring blessings The |
children of Yisra’el had been freed from the bondage of Eggl:)t and
that freedom gave thcm the freedomto obcg God. God told them that it theg walked in His statutes (a
written law) and l«:Pt His commands that He would give the land the blessing of rain and the land would gicld

Produce and the trees would Producc fruit.
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In Leviticus 26:5, God told the Children of Israel that theg would have an abundance in their food suPPlg
and dwell saFelg in their land. Obedience to God’s law, kecping His Sabbaths, and Placing Priorﬂy on
worship Procluces sagetg. God tells them He will give them

peace in the land and no one will make them afraid. This

e — peace that God is clescribing is referred to as Shalom

vt o il among you and be (D15Y). This word means peace but it rePresents the
decpest level of peace. Nothing can disturb this peace. God
Promised to rid the land of evil beasts and that the sword
would not go through the land. God would give the

your God, and you shall be Mg
People. | am the Lord your

God, who brought you out of
the land of Egljpt, that you

should not be their slaves; |

children of VYisra’el a su[:)cmatural annointing and their

enemies will fall.

have broken the bands of Leviticus 26:9 states that God will have favor upon Yisra’el
your goke and made you walk for their obedience and mu|til:>|g them. This was Part of the
UPright” covenant Promise that God gave to Avraham (Abraham)
Leviticus 26:]2-]5 NKJV when He told him that he would be the father of a great

nation and that his descendants would be a great multitude.

———————

- In Leviticus 26:11-12 God says that He will set His Tabernacle
amongthem, and He will walk amongthem and He will be
their God and they shall be His Pcople. Obedience to God brings God’s Presence into our lives and this
is what the children of Yisra’el would experience‘ Thereis nothing that this world can offer us that
compares to the Presence of God in our lives. God told the Children of Yisra’el that when theg would
submit their will to Him, and live obeedient19 to His Word, the benefits of serving Him would exceed
angthing that thcg could desire.

The next half of Leviticus 26 lists the curses that would haPPen It

theg chosc to disobeg God. These curses were to draw the

heart of the People of Yisra’el back to God. Remember as we
stu&g these that this was notjust one person inYisra’el
disobcging; it was the actions of many that
would cause the entire nation to
turn its back on God. There are
sPirituaI truths that aPPlH tous
toda9 in this passage of ScriPture.
In Leviticus 26:14-16 it says , “But if

you do not obeg Me, and do not Mount Sinai

O!I)SCFVC a” tl"lCSC commandments, and

if you despise My statutes, or if your
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soul abhors nguclgments, so that you do not Pemcorm Mg commandments but break Mg covenant, | will
also do this to you.” God commanded the children of Visra’el to obeg but if thcg chose not to obeg
there would be consequences. A Biblical covenant alwags contains commandments, exPectations, or
obliga’cions. God is alwags faithful but the nation of Yisra’el is being warned that if theg violated His laws
God would resPoncl in an adverse way. The first set of curses were sickness, crop failure and warfare.
This should have been enough to turn the heart of Visra’el back to God, But if it was not enough, God
said He would strike a second curse of clrought and destruction. God would Punish them 7 times more if
thcg would not obeg Him. Leviticus 26:19 says that God would “break the Pridc of your Power.” There
would be no blcssings from heaven and no harvest. If the Yisra’elites still would not repent and

continued to act with hostilitg against God , He would increase the Plagues on them 7 more times

OBEY
DISOBEY

according to their sins. This is the third curse and it involved wild beasts. These were all difficult things
that could happen to Yisra’el and we should be reminded that difficult t]nings haPPcn to us when we
choose to disobeg. Recognize that God loves us enough to clisciplinc us and stop us from £oing our own
way. Yisra’el would determine what would haPPen to them based on how theg resPonclecl to God and to
His Word.

One of God’sjudgements for disobedience would be a siege of the land of Visra’el bg their enemies. A
seige refers to a massive invasion where the PeoPle in the rural areas retreat to the saFetg of the walled
cities. If the People of Visra’el still did not repent theg would bring on the fifth set of curses which
included starvation and desolation (Leviticus 26:27-29) . God would break the SUPPIH chain for their
food. 1t wiould take 10 women baking bread in one oven. This would be an extrcmclg long process and
when theg ﬁna”g ate, and Leviticus 26:6 says theg would eat and not be satisfied. If you want to be
satisfied then you must be committed to the purposes of God. The VYisra’elites needed to recommit
themselves to the purposes of God for true satisfaction to come. Once again the Yisra’elites could
decide not to repent and turn back to God. If theg made that choice the curses would continue to
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escalate. We are learning that tlﬂere are serious

consequences to Aisobeging God and God says again
that He will Punisl’x them seven times more for their sins

it theg refuse to rePent and obeg Him.

Leviticus 26:30 says that God will destr09 their high
Places which had been used for idolatrg. When we

engage n idolatxy it will kill whatever is good God told
them that their cities will be laid to waste due to this
idolatrg. A sixth curse would haPPen it t]*neg continued

towalk in disobedience.ﬂ']eg would gointo exile. The
land of milk and honeg would fall into desolation. God was sending this message to the children of
Visra’el, He does not tolerate sin. God is merciful though and loves His children, so we read in Leviticus
26:40-42 that if theg confessed their iniquitg and the iniquitg of their fathers, with their unfaithfulness
in which ‘cl’xeg were unfaithful to God, humbled their hearts and accePted their guilt, then God would
remember His covenant that He made with Avraham (Abraham), Yit'chak (Issac), and Ya’akov (Uacob).

This is our loving Father’s nature. He will alwags remember His covenant with His PeoPIe. God will return
His PeoPle to their nation and He will redeem His nation. Leviticus 26 is a sober reading, but the same
God that warned Yisra’el of the curses He would send if t]‘weg did not obeg His commands and walk in His
ways also Promised Hessings and redemPtion. These curses are true and each one of them have
signiﬁcance for the children of Yisra’el and for us. The blessings and the Promises of God are also true
and we as believers in Messiah Yeshua should seek to obeg the commands of God dailg. We should dailg

examine our lives in lig]'wt of the commands of God and seek to live for the purposes of God.

[
it

(W

“(ru
o

(-
(

© 2024 Congregation of the Word/Lovelsrael.org. All Rights Reserved 4 of 11



Word Search

Q X L A KD IJUDGEMENTS G WL S

g I 13 N I HTIWUZDWWSULOUDTIUBXZRT O
N A MTRTHSTRTTIOMY V ONWE
g ML EGUHOELOOTII KTDE X QN

N EQ P DNTWVD AWLWPTPMMNIGE

L O 2 Y L I A S EAZSECCUDZPNMNRISM

w URPSY B X MY A EEMNMMNM2LZCCTI

] EF A A QB HFCSTATWUTE S E E

L 2 F T I FAUEMNU- RMUDIULENMNEATI S

S CwWOINSCUFMTLAY V RCT Z

D F W TGUIKRGOHKZOYNZEIRERGHM

S T S A EBRHCSWAHUDEREGWC
G U J EI NI CFZ S XXZZQSTWNUBUBDY

v umMmQDROWSHSKHVGUCVWV E D

R S A Y 5 T 1 1Y 2 TS5ETWMNWVFUBZZP

FNILWVXMFXWVREMHUDOQEOMHND

DV N T M EPQP A AV W S Q AS Z2 IF
O RB ZKRAGMEEAAUSMGT V U

P U XO0CLVRZZHULFOWHS5TIOH

PV ¥ A WI VCMOCRZSWOQOQS5SDGEZM

LORD
obey
peace
rain
sabbath

beasts
bread
commandments
disease
enemies
fruitful
hearts

slaves
statutes
strength
sword
yoke

idols
judgements

land

50f 11

© 2024 Congregation of the Word/Lovelsrael.org. All Rights Reserved



New Testament - A DeePer Dive

r-------------------r-------------------------------------------

: Father Goc],
E We Praise You because You are
: a loving Father. You tell us that
1 when we become followers of

E You that we are Your children.

: Father, show us how to set

: boundaries in our lives based

1 upon Your teachings, so that we

E may be a People set aPart for

@9 First

2 Corinthians 6:14 - 18

Faith in Messiah Yeshua has serious implications on the decisions we
make. Wenwant to make decisions that reflect God. Our Torah
Portion teaches that the faith of the Israclites had those same
imPlications. Paul is teaching the Corinthians some boundaries that

t]ﬁeg can set so tha‘c they can be a PeoPIe W]’]O reﬂect God.

In this New Testament passage, Paul is writing to both Jew and

: You Gentile believers in the church at Corinth to tell them that theg are to
: have the mind of Messiah. Paulis exP!aining that we need the

: In Yeshua’s name we pray, Perspective of Messiah so that we can make proper decisions.

: Amen Messiah’s PersPective will guide us and it can restrict us. These

: restrictions are good, and tlﬂeg brmg JO}J into our lives and Protect us

1 Read next: 2 Corinthians 6:14-18
1

e mm e e e e mmmemad  that time and believers of Messiah Yeshua were learning how to live

From the attacks o1C the enemy. Corinth was a most ungodlg Place at

and behave in the new life that belief in Messiah had given them.

Theg were learning how to have the Perspective O{: God. They were a
new creation and theg had been given a new nature. We are all given a
new nature when we accePt the ghct of salvation that Messiah

Yes]'lua 01C1Cers us.

We start our New Testament reading with Paul teac]']ing the new
believer the imPlications of their new life with Messiah. Paul

instructs them not to be unecluaug 9ol<ed with unbelievers. This is

a command. The application that you can make to this command is
not to marry someone who is not a believer in Messiah Yeshua. You
can also applg this to business. Do not £0 into business with a

non-believer. Marriage and sl’:aringa business with someone are Do Not Be Unequang Yokecl!

Partnerslﬁips, and what Fe”ows]ﬁip does light have with darkness?
These are boundaries that we need to keeP. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 6:14, “For what ge”owsl'xip has
righteousness with lawlessness?” Righteousness isa Kingdom word and remember that the law defines
righteousness. Paul told them and us that you are either moving in riglﬁteousness or moving in
lawlessness. 2 Corinthians 6:15 says, “and what accord has Christ with Belial?” Belial is a term that

means something is completely evil. We want no association with evil.
thing pletely evil. We want tion with evil
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Paul goes on to ask “What agreement has the temple of God with idols?” l&olatrg is all about that person
exalting themselves and getting what theg want. As believers in Messiah we should be committed to the
purposes of God. Men and women who are not followers of Messiah Yeshua are not committed to the
purposes of God. Commitment to God’s purposes is the outcome of redemption. Paul tells us that we are
the temple of the Living God and he quotes a verse from our Torah reading this weekJ Leviticus 26:12. It
says, ‘I will dwell in them and walk amongthem, I will be their God, and thcg shall be My Peoplc.” This
verse also aPPhCS to believers in Messiah Yeshua todag. Because of redemption we become heirs to the
King&om of God. We will dwell with Him and we shall be His PCOPIC. We are to come out of this world b}j
not being connected to this world. This is what Paul is teaching the Corinthians. We are to be a Peoplc
who set boundaries and these boundaries are based upon God’s teaching and based upon the

commandmcnts in the Torah‘

There are Pcop!e todag who believe that the law God gave us is no Iongcr relevant .This is simplg not
true. Yeshua’s instructions to the believer are based upon the Torah. The law still has relevance. We can
aPPly the sPirit of the law to our lives. When we walk 139 the SPirit we will fulfill the righteousness of the
law. Quoting from lsaiah) Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 6:17, “Come out from among them and be separate,
Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.” God is instucting us not to touch what is unclean

and to set boundaries while in the world.

We see again that we have choices and when we
choose somcthing unclean, we are Pushing away b L

God’s blessings, God says in verse 18 that He will

« «
be our Father when we choose to follow Him. He Thcregorc Come out From

will be our God and we will be His sons and SIS them And be seParate,

daughtcrs. Thisisa Pic’cure of a Familg, andjust 5ays the Lord. Do not touch
as we want to obeg our earthlg mother and 1Ca’ch<3rJ what is unclean) And 1 will

we want to obeg our Hcavcnlg Father Who gave us receive gou,” | will be a Father
life. to you, And you shall be My

sons and daughters, Says the

This Torah teaching taught us that the Yisra’elites Lord Almightg.”

were told that if theg obeged theg would be
Protectcd, safe, and Provide& for. This is what Paul is
showing the believers in Corinth and believers

todag. Paul taught the Corinthians that their

own decisons to do things against God’s ﬂ

Word restricted them. The Israelites in our

- 2nd Corinthians 6:17-18

Torah Portion were told the same thing.
Theg knew what would haPPen if the}j disobeged God. Messiah Yeshua is moved with comPasision forus

and desires for us to be with Him. He shows us again and again that the decisions we make will affect us.
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B’chukotai - Quiz
1. What does “B’chukotai” mean? ’Dp n J

2. What does “Leviticus” (Vagikra) mean?

50 Where would God walk i theg obegecl His commands?

4060& said He would Punislﬁ the sins of the People seven times.

What cloes the number seven rel:)resent?

5. Where did God give the statutes ancljuclgments and laws to the
Children of I1srael?

6. Leviticus 26:26 says that “ten women shall bake their bread in one

oven.” What does the number ten represent?
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Jeremiah 16:19 — 17:14

Jeremiah (Yirmegahu) was a man called bg God to sPeak words of truth to the People of Israel
(Yisra’el) concerning, God’s 'uclgement that was to fall on them. Before we begin our stucly of our
Haftarah let’s look back at Jercmiahlé:lO—lﬁ. In these verses Jeremiah is explaining Hisjuclgemcnt to
the children of Israel. God told Jeremiah to tell the Peop!e that His 'uclgement was coming, because
thcy sought out other gocls, served them, and worshippecl them. Tgweg had forsaken God and not
l(ePt His law. Our Torah Portion this week taught us about the blessings God sends when we obeg
Him and the consequences He sends when we choose not to. Leviticus 26 gives us a better

un&erstancling of the consequences Israel is Facing for clisobeging God rePcatecug.

In Jeremiah 16:14, God told the Children of Israel that He would restore them back to the land after a
time of caPtivit9 in Babylon. God is a covenant kceper. God said in Leviticus 26:42, “I will remember
my covenant with Jacob, and my covenant with Issac, and my covenant with Abraham.” He told the
children of 1srael that He would bring them back into the land that He gave to their fathers. God will

not break His covenant with Israel, but there were consequences for their sin, because God isjust.

48 the LORD, search the hear‘t, | test the mincl, Even \

to gjve every man accorcling to his ways, According to =N

the fruit of his cloings.” gy

Jeremiah 17:10 NKJV

Our Haftarah begins when Jeremiah called out, “O LORD my strcngth and my Fortress, my rcFugc
in the dag of affliction.” Jeremiah recognized that onlg the LORD could save them. He recognized
that their fathers inherited lies from go”owing false gods. In Jeremiah 16:21 God said, “I will cause
them to know My hand and My might; and thcg shall know that My name is the LORD.” The
Children of Israel knew the commandments of God and knew that there are blessings for obeging
God’s commands, and consequences for not obcging . We also face the consequences for our
actions. It is wise for us to remember what the LORD is teaclﬁing through this Torah and Haftarah
teac]ning. Our actions have consequences. Jeremiah 17:1 says “The sin of Judah is written with a pen
of iron; with the Point of adiamond it is engravcd on the tablet of their hearts and on the horns of
their altars.” This description shows the depth of the sin in their hearts.

The coPle of 1srael would use God'’s altars for idol sacrifices, which according to God’s Word

meant death: both P]’]gsical and sPiritual death.

Yeleer
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In Jeremiah 17:5-6, God told the People, “cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his
strength. Whose heart departs fromthe LORD. The person who Puts their trust in man will be like a
shrub in the desert and shall not see when good comes.” And

in Jeremiah 17:7 the LORD says, “Blessed is the man who

puts their trust in the LORD and whose hol:)c is in the
LORD. For he shall be like a tree Planted 139 the
waters.” God showed the lsraclites, and us, the results
of what haPPcns when you trust in man verses
trusting in Him. leou trust in man, you will be a dry
Plant dying in the desert but iggou put your trust in
the LORD, you will be like a tree that is Plantc& bg the
waters, drawing substance from the waters and bearing fruit.

Jeremiah 17:9 says that “the heart is deceitful above all things, and

desl:)eratelg wicked; who can know it?” The LORD searches the hearts of man, and He tests the mind.
He gjves to every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his doings. God is the ﬁnalju&ge

and bg Him all our actions are wcighed.

We close our Haftarah with Jeremiah’s reminder to the People that all who forsake the LORD, the
hope of lsrael, shall be ashamed, because they have forsaken the LORD, the fountain of Iiving waters.
Jeremiah told the People not to take God’s grace for granted or rcject it. Thejuclgcmcnt theg
exPerienced was to turn their hearts back to the LORD so theg would stoP worshil:)ing false idols.
They would know God is The One and Onlg True GOD. There is no other. We are no different than
the Peol:)lc of lsrael, we still have many idols toclag that we Falscly worshil:). This is whg itis so
impor'tant to seek to obeg God’s commandments, sPend time with Him in
prayer and to studg the ScriPturcs. Onlg God knows the del:)ths of

the evil in our hearts. We too can look to man and not to God.

When we do we will wither and die. But when we choose to look
to God and Placc our trust in Him, we will flourish like a tree
lanted besides the waters. God is our only hope and we can
trust in His faithfulness to deliver us. This is what Jeremiah
Pleacled with the Children of Israel to do.

God’s amazing grace is endless and so is His love.
Just as God kecps His covenant with lsrael, He will
kee[:) His covenant with us when we rePent and
believe in the death, burial, and resurrection of

Yeshua, Who redeemed us from our sins.
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Activitg Answers
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Quiz Answers:

1. B'chukotai means “in Mg statues.”

2. The name of the book of Leviticus, Vagikra, means “HE called”, from Leviticus 1.1,
“God called to Moses...”

3. God would walk amongthem.
4. the purposes of Gocl/ Holiness
5. Mt. Sinai

6. completion
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