Chukat l‘lpﬂ

“Ordinance of” i ]

Father God,

Thank You, because You are

In this week’s Parasha we learn that the Children of Visra’el’s (Israel) Fortg
years of wandering in the wilderness had come to an end. An entire

generation had died and now a new generation had arrived at Kadesh. Onlg our Deliverer in our time of
Moshe (Moses), Aharon (Aaron), Miryam(f\/\iriam), Kalev (Caleb) and

Y’husha (Joshua} were left of the older generation. In this Torah reacling

trouble. We Praise You
because Your word tells us
that You will ﬁg}‘n’c for Your
PeoPIe. May our eyes be

we will read of Mirgam and Aharon’s lives comingto a close. We will learn of
Moshes disobedience to God when he struck the rock for water instead of
sPeaking to it as God commanded. God will demonstrate to the Children of

Yisra’el that He BIOI’IC COUIC] save them {:I'OITI thC COﬂSCqUCﬂCCS OF sin and

open to the truth of Your
Word.

ﬁna”g we will see this Parasha is about kings and kingcloms standing against In Yeshua’s name we pray,
The King and His Kingc]om. We will learn that God ﬁghts for His People.

Yisra’el was coming near to their destination of the Promised Land.

Amen

Read next

Focus Passage: Numbers 20:1-21:35 Numbers 19:1 - 22:1

The entire generation which left Eggpt had died, and the new
generation was reaclg to enter the Land. The Children of e e e e e = ——
Yisra’el entered into the Land of Zin in the first month and theg - "‘

stagecl in Kadesh. There Miryam, who was the sister of Moshe

and Aharon, died and was buried. Once again the Yisra’elites So Visra'el made a vow to the LORD, «ff

were in need of water, and as theg had done in the Past, theg you will indecd JerEn. PCOPlC . my

went to Moshe and Aharon with their complaints. The9 hand then 1 wil utter|9 destrog their cities.”

And the LORD listened to the voice of

Isracl and delivered up the Canaanites, and

irnmecliatelg questioned whg theg were taken into the desert.
Theg longed for Eggl:)t. Theg had Plent9 of food and water in
Eggpt and now theg did not trust in God’s Promises to deliver
them into the Land ﬂowing with milk and honeg. Theg

complained about their current circumstances and this did not

the3 utterly destrogecl them ancl their
cities. - Numbers 21:2

allow them to trust in the Promises of God. Many have said

when studging this Portion of ScriPture that theg would not

make this same mistake the Children of Visra’el made. Before

we make that same statement, we must ask ourselves this question, how

o{:ten do! get Focusecl on my circumstances and cha”enges rather than
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Focusing on the Promises of God? When Presenteci with these comPiaints, Moshe and Aharon did the on19
tiiing theg could cio.Tiieg left the congregation and went to the door of the Tabernacle of Meeting and fell on
their faces before God. There the Giorg of the LORD aPPcareci to them and the LORD gave them

instructions on what tiicg were to do.

The LORD instructed Moshe, in Numbers 20:7-8, to take the rod, and with Aharon gathcr the congregation
together. Moshe was to SPEAK to the rock before their eyes, and it would 9ieici it’s water for them, and give
drink to the congregation and their animals. Moshe took the rod and went to the rock with the Children of
Yisra’el. There Moshe sPokc iiarshly with them and saicl, “Hear now you rebels! Must we bring water to you
out of this rock?” Then with his focus off of what the LORD had commanclccl, he
STRUCK the rock twice. Water came out abunciantlg and the congregation and their
animals drank. In Numbers 20:12 the LORD sPokc to Moshe and Aharon and told them,
“Because you did not believe ML, to hallow (whicii means to honor) Me in the eyes of the
Children of Yisra’el, therefore you shall not bring the assembig into the Land which I have
gjiven them.” Moshe did what he thougiit was rigiwt because he had done it before, not
what the LORD instructed. It is also clear to the reader that Moshe did not gjve giorg to
the LORD when he saici, “Must we bring water for you out of this rock?” Moshe had Put
the attention on himself and Aharon for the Provision of
water taking credit for what the LORD had done.

Numbers 20:14 says that Moshe sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of
Edom, explaining that th69 knew all that Yisra’el had gone tiirougii, and asked if

the king of Edom would let Yisra’el pass tiirougii his country. Moshe understood

that the Children of Visra’el were large in number so he Promisecl not to pass througii their vinegarcis, nor
drink water from their wells. He stated that th69 would go along the King’s Highwag and pay for any water
tiicg clrank.Theg would not turn aside to the right hand or to the left until tiicg had Passeci througiw their
territory. The l<ing of Edom resPonciecl with a firm NO. Edom came out against Yisra’el with many men and a

strong hancl, so Yisra’el turned away from Edom.

The Children of Visra’el left Kadesh and came to Mount Hor. There the LORD sPoke to Moshe and Aharon
and told them that Aharon would be gatiiercci to his Peopie because he was not to enter the land that God
was gjving to Visra’el. God instructed Moshe to take Eleazar, Aharon’s son, and Aharon up to the toP of
Mount Hor. Aharon’s garments were to be removed and theg were to be Placeci on Eleazar who would assume
the Position of the High Priest. Moshe did as the LORD instructed and when Moshe and Eleazar came down
the mountain, the Children of Visra’el knew that Aharon was dead and the entire congregation mourned for

tiiirtg ciags.

When the thirtg ciag Perioci of mourning was over, the Children of Visra’el were once again on the move. The
king of Arad, the Canaanite, who dwelt in the South, heard that Visra’el was coming,. He decided to ﬁgiit
against Visra’el and take some of them as Prisoncrs. The Children of Visra’el then went before the LORD and
made a vow to Him. Ti169 asked Him to deliver the People into their hands and if He did, they would utter19
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clestrog their cities. The LORD listened to the voice of Yisra’el, for the LORD will ﬁght for His People and

deliver them from those who oppose them. Yisra’el utterly clestrogccl the Canaanites and their cities.

The Children of Visra’el thenjournegccl from Mount Hor bg way of the Red Sea, to go around the land of
Edom. The souls of the Peoplc became very cliscouragecl on the way. The People spoke out against the
LORD and Moshe. The Peo[:)le rePeatecl the argument that theg brought to Moshe b@core.They asked whg
did you bring us up out of Eg(jpt to die in the wilderness? Their eyes were once again on their circumstances
and not on God Who had redeemed them out of Egglot. How quicklg theg Forgot all that God had done.
Numbers 21:6 says that in response to these compiaints, the LORD sent ﬁerg serpents among the People, and
many of the Children of Yisra’el died.

The Children of Yisra’el came to Moshe and said “We have sinned against the LORD and against
I you; pray to the LORD that He take away the serpents for us.” So Moshe
‘, [> interceded for the People and Pragecl to the LORD. The

LORD instructed Moshe,“Make a ﬁery serpent, and setiton a
’ Pole: and it shall be that everyone who is bitten when he looks at
‘ it shall live.” Moshe obegccl God and made a bronze serpcnt and
Put itona Polc. it they were bitten ]:)3 the serPcnts, all theg had to
do was to look at the bronze serpent and the LORD would heal
P
( them. God was teaching them that sin leads to death and must be
defeated. He wanted them to understand only God is able to
Y
defeat sin that leads to death. Anyone who trusts in Him to take away their
Y Y

chaPter three. He said in the same way Moshe lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up. Only those who trust in
Messiah Yeshua’s work on the tree to defeat sin that leads to death will be
delivered from death to life.
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ScriPture careFu”g describes the Yisra’elites’ lastjourneg, can

you name all the Places theg went”?

A “Now the children of Israel moved

! on and camped in...”

Numbers 21:10-20

Word Bank

Arnon Nahaliel

Abarim Oboth —A\
Bamoth Pisghah

Beer Valley of Zered

Mattanah

God ﬁghts for His People and He will fulfill His Promise for Yisra’el to enter the Land!

which king said that Yisra’el could not pass through the Land in Numbers 21:21-247

which king went out to battle against Visra’el at Edreiz
This entire Torah section is filled with |<ings and kingdoms which stood against The King and His Kingdom.
We are to look to God and obeg Him and trust that He will fulfill His Promises. When the trials of life come,
will we fix our eyes on the LORD or on our strugg]es? Do we get distracted bg ear’cl’x]g kings and
circumstances? We, like the Yisra’elites can choose to rebel against God, His will, and His Promises, or we
can choose to receive from Him all that He Promises to Provide. Allwe need to dois trust, believe, and
wait on Him. Obey the LORD, He is our deliverer and has Provided the Redeemer Messiah Yeshua to

deliver us from sin.
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Torah Quiz

1.What does Chukat mean?

2. What happened after Miryam’s passing?

3. What did God say would happen to Moshe when he disobeyed him by
hitting the rock instead of speaking to the stone as God commanded?

4. How did Edom respon& when Moshe asked if the Visra’elites could
pass through their land?
5. What did Moshe do with Aharon’s garments Prior to Aharon’s death?

6. How Iong did the People mourn Aharon’s death?

-.«

>
7. What did God tell the People to do to save themselves from the -
venomous snake bites?
8. What other countries besides Edom did the Yisra’elites ask if theg could pass through to
getto the Promised Land?

Answers to Map of Visra’el’s Journey Answers to Inline Torah Questions
1. Oboth 4. Mattanah . Sihon
2. Abarim 7. Nahaliel * OgKing of Bashan
3. Va”cg of Zered 8. Bamoth
4. Arnon 9. Pisghah Answers to Inline Haftarah Questions
. Edom
5. Beer
Moab
. Amorites
Answers to Torah Quiz
[o. 481
SojLIOW 943 4O §U}>l ‘UOLI;Q ‘Q jsureBe huue siy no Sug.xc[ O PouR}ea.y} PUE OU PIes o *4-
QIOCJ e uocln SDeld PUQ—[ PQQ'ILUOJC[ 9L14 OZ}U{I Og Jou PlﬂON\ FI‘QL{J_ g
PUQ 9>IQLU o3 PQPUQLULUOD UQQq PE'LI S9SON q.UQClJQS QLH je >lOO[ ol Z uoley PUQ SISO\
SHQP EZ}JILJI_L 9 Z}SU!Q%Q PQIC]LUY'LLCO', Qldogd 9L14 PUQ J93em Ou sem QJQLI_L e
4789 ‘UOS S, UOJeY UO WaL} Pabe]cl o ¢ 21N3e35 10 22UBUIPIO |
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Haftarah - Juolges 11:1-%%

Jephthah was a brave and rnightg man of valor. He was the son of a Prostitute. His father was
married to another woman and had sons with her. When these sons grew up, ttweg informed Jcphthah
that he would have no inheritance from his fathers house, because he was the son of another
woman. Jephthah then fled from his brothers and lived in the land of Tob (Tov).

Now the People of Ammon made war against Yisra’el. The elders of Gilead went to Jephthah and
asked him to be their commander so that theg could ﬁght against the People of Ammon. Jephthah
resPonclec] to them in Juclges 1.7, “Did you not hate me, and exPel me from my father’s house? Whg
have you come to me now when youarein distress?” The elders answered and told him if he tougt»t
against the People of Ammon, he could be the head over all of the inhabitants of Gilead.

Jephthah was wise in his response and demonstrated his faith and trust in the LORD when he
answerec],“hC you take me back to your home and | ﬁght against the People of Ammon, and the
LORD delivers them to me, shall 1 be your head?” He knew who his deliverer was and that God would
ﬁght for His People. Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the People made him head

commanc]er over them.

Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the People of Ammon. He askec{,“What do you have against
me, that you have come to ﬁgt»t against my land?” The king of the Ammonites answered and saic],
“Yisra’el took away my land when they came out of Eggpt, from the Aron as far as Jat)t)ok, and to

the Jordan. | woulct like you to restore those Ianc]s to Ammon Peacetu”g. "

Jephthah knew the historg of Yisra’el and said, “Yisra’el did not take away the land of Moab, not the
land of the People of Ammon; for when Yisra’el came up from Eggpt, theg walked through the
wilderness as far as the Red Sea and came to Kadesh. Then Visra’el sent messengers to the king of

, asking him to Please allow them to pass ttlrough their land, but the king would not let them.

Visra'el sent a request to the king of , but he also refused to allow Yisra'el to pass througtw. So

Yisra’el remained in Kadesh. Yisra’el tt:;:\;ent along througtw the wilderness and by~Passec] the land
of Edom and the land of Moat), and encamped on the other side of Arnon. Theg did not enter the
border of Moab for Arnon was the border of Moab.

Jephthah explainec] that Visra’el sent messengers to Sihon, l<ing of the , asking to pass

througtw the land. He did not trust VYisra’el to pass tt»rougtb his territorg. ~s~c; :;it;o:tought against
VYisra’el and the LORD delivered Sihon and all of his People into the hand of VYisra’el and theg
defeated them. Visra’el gainecl the Possession of all of the land of the Amorites, who inhabited that

country. Theg took Possession ot a” ot the territorg ot ttwe Amorites.

God was teactiing His children that He would ﬁght for Yisra’el. Jephthah knew this and he had faith
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and trust in God to be his defender. He knew what the ScriPtures said about the historg of Yisra’el.
Itis vita”g imPortant for us to remember what the Scriptures say about the historg of Yisra’el. God is

a covenant l(CCPCl' ancl He WI” Fulﬁ” His PT’OmiSCS.

Jephthah went to ask the king of Ammon, “will you possess whatever your god gives you? Whatever
the LORD our God takes Possession of before us, we will Possess.” Jephthah understood that God
is the One and Onlg God and their false gocl could give them nothing. Jephthah informed the king
that he had not sinned against him but that the king of Ammon was wrong to ﬁght with him about this.
In Judges 1:27, Jephthah saicl, “ Thererore, I have not sinned against you, but you wrongec] me bg
ﬁghting against me. May the LORD renc]erjuclgment this dag between the Children of Visra’el and
the People of Ammon.”

Then the SPirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah, and he Passecl through Gilead and Manasseh,
and Passcd through Mizpah and towards the People of Ammon. Jephthah then made a vow to the
LORD, and advanced toward the People of Ammon to ﬁght against them and the LORD delivered
them into his hands. Jephthah defeated them from Aroer as far as Minnith to Abel Keramim, with a
very great slaughter. The Pcoplc of Ammon were subdued before the Children of Yisra’el.

Jephthah believed and trusted in the One and Onlg true Goc], the God of Visra’el. As believers we
should Put our trust and faith in God. Jephthah understood that it was not about taking sides in an
earthlg conflict but that it was about standing on the truth of God’s Word. He knew the covenant that
God had made with Visra’el. God is not done with Yisra’el and He will ﬁght ina mightg way to deliver

Yisra’el from her enemies.

We have so many influences and voices around us from social media to mainstream media, from
friends and Familg with various o[:)inions on the world around us. Emotions can escalate Fast, as many
do not believe the truth of ScriPture and believe that the Land does not belong to Yisra'el. As we
have learned in our Parasha and Haftarah this is a false tcaching. Jephthah reminds us to stand on
the truth of God’s Word. He will ﬁght on behalf of His Peoplc. Ask God to give you the strength and
courage to stand on the truth of Scriptures, as you face the lies of this world. He will equip you and
He will ﬁght on your behalf.
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« And as Moses lifted up the serpcnt n

N €W T@Sta m e nt the wilclerness, even so must the Son of

Man be lifted up, that whosoever believes

in Him should not Pcrish but have eternal

Joh N 5:]O~Z] life.” - John 3:14-15

Yeshua, so that we can have
eternal life. Teach us to look
onlg to You and to walk in i
Your truth so that we may
serve You.

In Yeshua’s name we pray,

Amen

i In our New Testament studg this week Yeshua was navinga

Pray First i
=9 : discussion with Nicodemus regarding being born again. Nicodemus
1
! needcd to resPond to tne trutn OF God in order 1Cor God to work in
Father God, Lo ) )
) : his life. Nicodemus was ruler of the Judcans, who were the Pharisees.
We thank You for sendlng N .
: Nicodemus was also a member of the Sanhedrin and he had
Your One and On19 Son,

i exceptional knowle&ge of Judaism. One night he aPProached

i Yeshua to sPeak with Him. Nicodemus understood that Yeshua was

i the Messiah. But he had a dilemma, his Problem was that the

: Pharisees did not want a sugering Messiah. Tneg wanted a Messiah

1 L .

! that would dellvcr them from the Romans and gve tnem an eartnlg

i kingdom for them to rule, not a kingdom where God ruled. Yeshua

i said to him in John 3. “Unless one is born again he cannot see the

i kingdom of God.” Nicodemus had a hard time understanding this and
i asked Yeshua, “How can these things be?”

Yeshua responcled in John 3:10 and questioned Nicodemus,“ Are you the teacher of Visra’el and
do not know these tnings?” Yeshua told him that if He had cxplained ear‘thlg things to him and he
did not believe, how would he believe neavenlg things if Yeshua told him? The Sanhedrin had
removed themselves from the truth of God and embraced the traditions of man. Because of this
Nicodemus strugglcd to understand what Yeshua was saying. We as believers often do this todag
anditis somcthing forus to guard against. We should alwags seek God’s truth not the ways of

man.

Yeshua exPlained in John 3:15, “No one has ascended into heaven but He Who came down from
heaven) that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.” There are great thcological imPlications in this
statement. Yeshua explained that His origins were heavenlg. Yeshua is the Son of Man and the
Servant of numanity. He came that we might have deliverance from sin. anough Him we no longer
have to live under the bondagc of sin that results in death. In John 3:14 Yeshua referenced a
Portion of ScriPture that we studied in our Torah lesson. Yeshua told Nicodemusjust as Moshe
lifted up the serpent in the wilclernessJ even so must the Son of Man be lifted up. The Children of
Visra’el who were bitten bg the serpents only had to look up to the bronze serpent in obedience
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and theg would be saved. The Children of Yisra’el were to relg on God for their salvation. Yeshua
was teaching this lesson and Pointing to the Promises of God He came to fulfill. 1n this same way,
Messiah Yeshua would be lifted up on the cross for the purpose of Proclaiming victory over sin. He
was the Provision for sin, so that all who look to Him and believe in Him can escape the
condemnation and the Punishment of sin. John 516 -17 says that God so loved the world that He
gave His Onig Begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not Perish but have everlasting life.
God did not send His Son into the world to condemn it but so that it might be saved. Yeshua said the
light has come into this worlcl, but men loved the darkness more than the light because their deeds
are evil. Light IS alwags related to illumination and light allows us to know the truth. Men love

darkness more than light for their works are evil.

Scri[:)ture te”s us that our hearts are CICCCihCUI and Messiah

Yeshua told Nicodemus (ancl us)that man’s works

are evil. We can be decievied bg our heart if

we relg onit. Mang PCOPlC then and now For everyone who does ev1| hates trle

Light, and does not come to the Ligrlt, lest

l"liS C]CCCIS SI’IOUICJ bC CXPOSCd.
John3:20

behave in a way that serves their will, not
God’s. In the Bible evil simplg means that
which is not in the will of God. Our will is
against the purposes and Plans of God. It's
motivation is for us to Please ourselves, which is evil.
We should seek the Light of Yeshua and want God’s order in our life. In John 3:.20 we learn that
those who follow their will Practice evil. Theg do not come to the light and do not want their deeds to
be exPose&. The9 do not want anyone to see what the9 are cloing because it is not right.The one
who is walking in truth comes into the light so that his deeds may be clearlg seen. An obedient

follower of Yeshua lives in the light, because Yeshua has freed them from darkness.

When we walk in the light of truth we can have peace. When we are constant19 concerned about
someone ﬁnding out about a sin we have hidc{en, we have no inner Peace.We want to confess our sins
to God so that He can deal with them Properlg. When we confess our sin we are agreeing with God.
This is called repentance. Itis onlg when we repent and look to Messiah Yeshua,Who was lifted up on
the cross to pay the Price for our sins, that we receive God’s grace. That grace brings things into the
proper order of God. When we are in the proper order and have received redemption from Messiah
Yeshua then we can reflect the Iight of Messiah Yeshua in the world.

Are you seeking out truth as Nicodemus was, so that you can walk in the
Light of Messiah Yeshua? Do you want God’s order in your life so that
your faithis exl:)ressecl through your deeds?
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