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Vayechi

“And he lived”

And Jacob lived
in the land of Eqypt eventeen years.
So the length of Jacob’e life wag

one hundred and forty-geven yearg.
Genegie 47:28

[n thie week’s Torah Portion, Ya’kov (Jacob) wag aware that hig
life on earth wag coming to an end. He made hig eon Yogef (Jogeph)
swear that he would not bury him in Eqypt when he died. Yogef
swore to bury Ya'kov with hig fatherg in the Cave of Machpelah,
located at Hebron in the land of promige.

“Obeg”

Pray First
Father God,

You are Sovereign in all thingg. [+ ig not Your will
for evil to oceur, but You alone are able to turn evil
into good to fulfill Your purpoges. Help ug to alwaye
agree with You and make You the top priority of our
liveg. Pleage teach ug to obey You. Pleage remind ug
to give thanke to You in all circumetances, ag we
learn o live obediently to Your commandmente. [n
Yeshua’e Name we pray. Amen

Read Next
Genesie 47:28-50:26

When Yogef heard that hig father wag sick, he took hig two sone Managgeh and Ephraim to vigit him. Ya'kov blegged hig
grandsong, making them heirg to the blegsinge of God just ag if they were hig cong. He then called all hig gong to him before he
died and told each one what would happen to their descendants in the lagt day. This proclamation wag baged on hig gong’ behavior
during their lives. When he wag finiched epeaking thege prophetic words to hig cong, he laid down on hig bed and died.

Yogef prepared hig father’s body for burial according to the customs in Eqypt, and the Egyptiang mourned for him geventy
days. Pharaoh allowed Yogef to leave Eqypt temporarily in order to bury hig father in the land of promige just ag he had
requested. Pharaoh gent all hig gervants and all the elders of hig house along with chariote and horsemen up with the houge of
Yogef to bury Yakov in Hebron. They obgerved geven dayg of mourning for Ya'kou at the threshing floor of Atad beyond the
Jordan River, and all the people of the land realized this wag an intenge mourning.

After Y a'kov had been buried in the Cave of Machpelah, Yogef and all those with him returned to Equpt, and Yosef’s brotherg
once again bowed before him, submitting to be hig servante. Yosef continued to live in Eqypt until he died at the age of 11O years.

Before he died, he took thig oath from the children of Yiera'el (lerael)

“God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.” Genegie 50:25
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~ Focug Paggage of Scripture ~

Qenegie 48:5-22

In thie week’e focug paceage of Scripture, God revealed to Ya'kov that he wag going to die while in exile. When Ya'kov realized
thig, hig top priority wag to blegg the next generation. The word “blessing” means pulling gomething down from above. When we
receive what God degireg to give ug, we receive Hig blegging.

Approximately (07 years before hig death, Ya’kou left the land of promige beeauge hig brother Esau (Egau) wanted to kill him.
Aq Ya'kov fled, he camped at a place called Luz on the firgt night of hig journey. That night he dreamed a ladder wag et up on
earth and itg top reached into the heaveng. The angels of God were going down and back up on the ladder from heaven to earth,
and the LORD etood above the ladder and spoke to Yakov. The LORD promised Ya'kou that He would give the land he wag
leaving, the land of promige, to him and his descendante after him. He promised Ya’kov that hig descendants would be like the
gand of the earth, meaning they would always exigt and could not be counted. He told Ya'kov that hig descendants would spread
out in all four directions on the earth and that all the families of the earth would be blegged through them. The LORD also told
Yakov that He would always be with him and He would keep him wherever he went. Finally, the LORD promised Ya'kov that He
would bring him back to the land of promige because He would not leave him until He had accomplished everything He had spoken
to him. Yakov’s dream revealed that God desires to give Hig children accegs into heaven or the Kingdom of God. Ag we submit
to the plang and purposes of God, He will blegg ug abundantly go that we can be a blessing to others. Yakov arose early the next
morning and poured oil on the rock he had glept on to ancint it, getting it apart from the other stones. He vowed that since God
degired to blegg him in this way, the LORD would be hig God! He algo vowed that he would give a tenth of everything God gave
him back to the LORD. In other words he would take what God gave him and blesg others with it. Ya'kov named the place where
God had promiged all thege thing to him Bethel, meaning “Houge of God” (Genesie 28).

Throughout Ya'kov's life of 147 years, he had experienced God’s abundant blegsinge. God had sugtained him, protected him,
prospered him no matter where he wag and God algo brought him out of exile to duwell safely again in the land of promise just ag
He promiged. However, when Ya'kov failed to regpond correctly to the dreame God revealed to Yosef, he wag severely disciplined
by God. Yakov’s sin not only affected himeelf; it affected hie family and future generationg for many yeare to come. Although
Ya'kov had pureued God hig entire life, when he failed to agree with God and demonetrate it through hig behavior, he wag living
under hig own authority ingtead of living under the authority of God. Even though hig gin wag evil God uged it, turning it into good
in order to fulfill Hig plane and purpoges. God doeg not depend on man to accomplish Hig will, rather He invitee man to submit to
Hig will in agreement with Him o that man can be blegged by Him. Ag Yakov’e life wag coming to an end, he wanted to ghare thig
truth with the next generation.

At the end of hig life Ya’kou fully understood the significance of Yogef’s life for the end of time. Therefore, Yigra'el (Ya'kov)
behaved in a way that would demonstrate hig understanding. He gathered all hig etrength o that he could sit on hig bed and
testify to thig truth before he died.
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[n Genegig 48:5-6 we learn that Yakov took Ephraim and Managgeh, Yogef’s first two gong born in Eqypt, ag gong for
himgelf. Ya'kou explained to Yosef that all children born to him after these would be hig, but Ephraim and Manasseh would be
Yakov's direct heirs just ag Reuben and Simeon, the firet two gong born to Ya'kov in exile. By doing this Ya'kov elevated
Ephraim and Managgeh to receive the game inheritance ag Yogef. When reading thege verges, did you notice that Ya'kov stated
Ephraim’e name firgt even though Managsseh wag Yogef’s firgt born gon?

[n Genegis 48:7 Yalkou reminded Y ogef that hie mother had died in the land of Canaan on the road to Ephrath or Bethlehem.
Rachel, Ya'’kov’s beloved wife, gave birth to only two song and died while giving birth to Yogef’s younger brother Benjamin. The
nameg Ephraim and Ephrath both relate to fruitfulness, and the name Manasgeh ig related to forgetting past hardghips ag God’s
promiges are remembered. Thig teaches ug that in order to be fruitful we mugt agree with and focug on the plang and purpoges of
God no matter what opposition we face.

[n Genegis 48:8-Il Yakov ig referred to ag Yierael. Thig name change connects thig passage of Seripture with the Messiah
and the end of time. When Yisra’el eaw the two gong of Yosef, he requested they be brought to him go that he could blesg them.
Yigra'el's eyes were dim, meaning he could no longer see well becauge of hig old age. Yosef brought hig two gong to hig father just
ag he requested, and Y a’kov hugged and kigged the boys. He stated that he had believed he would never see Yogef again, but God
had blegged him, allowing him to ee both Yogef and hig children.

[n Genegis 48:12-14 Yogef regpectfully bowed before hig father with hig face to the ground, ag he brought hig song by hig
kneeg in front of Yierael. Yogef intentionally positioned Ephraim hig youngest gon in front of Yigra'el’s left hand and Manasseh
hig firgt born gon in front of Yisra’el's right hand. Even though hig eyes were dim Yisra'el, being led by the Spirit of God and fully
aware of what he wag doing, placed hig right hand on Ephraim’s head and hig left hand he placed on the head of Manasgeh. The
right hand always gignifies a greater blesging.

[n Genegie 48:15-16 Yisra'el bleaged the song of Yosef with regard to their father. [n other words becauge Yogef had
cubmigsively and obediently walked with God all of hig life even through much hardship and percecution, God had richly blesged him.
Having received great blegsinge from God, Yosef was equipped to be a blesging to the next generation. Ya'kov spoke these
words of blessing to hig gons:

“The God, before whom my fathers Avraham and Yitzchak walked, The God Who has fed me all my
life long to thie day, The Messenger Who hag redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads:
Let my name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers Avraham and Yitzehak;
and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.”

With thie blesging Ya'kov taught that he had received the covenantal promiges God made to hig fatherg, and thege game

promigeg would continue through the next generation until the lagt day! He aleo taught that Yogef’s submisgion and obedient

behavior to the plang and purposes of God positioned him to be a blegsing to others.
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May they become a
multiplicity of figh
in the midst of the earth.




In Genesie 48:17-19 Yosef realized that hig father had placed hig right hand on the head of hig younger gon and thig
digpleaged him. He took hold of hig father’s hand to remove it from Ephraim and place it on Managgeh’s head ingtead. He told hig
father to place his right hand on the head of the firet born, but Yiera’el refused and agsured Yosef that he had not made a
migtake. Yigra'el meant to put hig right hand on the younger son’s head to demongtrate he agreed with the plang and purpoges of
God. Yigra'el explained to Yosef that Managgeh would also be blessed and become great, but Ephraim hig younger brother would
be greater and hig descendante would become a multitude of nationg like a multiplicity of figh in the midet of the earth (Matthew
419, Mark 114-20).

[n Genesie 48:20 Yigra'el blessed Ephraim and Managsseh. He made a proclamation stating that God would bless otherg
through Ephraim algo called Yiera'el and that everyone should degire to be blessed by God o that they could be a blessing to
others like Ephraim and Managsseh. Ya’kov had learned that hig life experiences foretold similar thinge that will oceur in the lagt
day. These things teach us what will happen in the future before the Kingdom of God ig established on the earth:

- Jugt ag Yakov wag alone and fleeing for hig life, go will Ephraim (the nation of Yiera'el) be alone, fleeing for eurvival in the lagt
day.

- Just ag Yakov relied solely on God for all his needs, vowing to return to Him ten percent of all He gave him, so will Ephraim
(the nation of Yiera'el) rely solely on God and influence others to fully depend on Him in the last day.

- Jugt ag Ya'kov wag fruitful having four wives and at leagt thirteen children, go will Ephraim (the nation of Yisra'el) be fruitful
becorming a multitude of nationg in the lagt day.

- Jugt ag Yalkov came back to the land in order to share hig bleggings with hig brother, go will Ephraim (the nation of Yiera'el)
return to the land of promige to hare God’e blegsinge with the nationg in the lagt day.

The nation of Yigra'el will receive all the blegsings God hag promiged when it depends completely upon God. When the nation
of Yiera'el receiveg all the promiges of God, it will be a blesging to the entire world! By placing hig right hand on Ephraim’s head
ingtead of Managgeh, Yiera'el (Ya’kou) wag demongtrating thie truth from God. Likewige today, when we fully rely upon God and
demonstrate our trust in Him by obeying Hig Word no matter how difficult the circumstance, we receive Hig blessinge, and we can
be a blegging to otherg!

In Genegie 4821 Yiera'el informed Yosef that the only thing he had left to do before he died wag to speak these words of
truth about God’s work of redemption. He explained to Yosef that through redemption, God will be with him and hig descendants
to return them to the land of hig fathers, the land of promige, which ig the land of Yisra'el.

[n Genegie 48:22 Yigra'el informed Yogef that all thege
thinge will be accomplished by God through war. Just ag God
had given him victory over the Amorite with hig eword and bow,
God will give the nation of Yiera'el vietory over their enemieg in
the lagt day before the Kingdom of God ig egtablished on earth!
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~Torah Tegt ~

- -

Directiong: Ungeramble the lettere below each blank to write the correet angwer.

.- When we receive what God degires to give ug, we receive Hig

agleibng
2. Yakov'e dream revealed that God degires to give Hig people access into heaven or the of God.
dgimokn
3. The name meang Houge of God.
telBhe
4. God does not need to accomplich Hig wil.
nma
5. God inviteg man to to Hig will go that he can be bleaged by Him.
btusim
6. The name Ephraim is connected to
nuuftlrifeeg
7. The name is connected to forgetting persecution and focuging on the promiges of God.
neehMgaa
8. Yosef wag a blegging to otherg because he eubmitted to God and Hirn.
yeeodb
9. The nation of Yigra'el will receive all of God’s promiges when it completely on Him.
egrlei
0. God will give the Nation of Yiera'el over their enemieg before the Kingdom of God ig establighed on

the earth! tyveior
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Haftarah

| Kinge 2:1-12

The period that David reigned over
Yigra'el wag forty years;

geven yearg he reigned in Hebron

and in Jerugalem he reigned thirty-three years.
[ Kinge 2:I!

In thie week’s Haftarah King David, God’s ancinted King of Yigra'el, wag aware that he wag at the end of hig life. Before he
died, King David gpoke with hig gon Solomon, who would inherit the throne of hig father. King David had learned through hig life
experiences that God’e discipline for Hig people ie for their good and God’s judgment of Hig enemieg cannot be escaped. When
God’s people take matterg into their own hands, they are acting pridefully and demonstrating more trust in themselves than in God.
When God’s peaple disobey Him, they must be digciplined o that they can learn to obey Him and bring glory to Hig Name. God ig
govereign, meaning He hag the right to exercige His ruling power over all of Hig creation. Through Hig power God ig able to take
evil and turn it into good. However, thig does not mean that there are no congequences when gomeone oppoges the purposes and
plang of the Almighty God, committing evil againgt Him.

King David wag aware of the importance of keeping the charge of the LORD God and to walk in Hig waye! He knew to pull
down blegsinge from God to the earth one must keep Hig etatutes, commandments, judgments and Hig testimonies. King David
charged Solomon to follow the Law of God given to Moseg for Hig people <o that he would prosper in all that he did no matter
where he wag. King David understood that the LORD would fulfill Hig promiges through hig descendants, and if the next
generation would be careful to walk with the LORD in truth, with all their heart and with all their soul, the LORD would be with
them. He would defend and protect them, He would provide for them and gustain them and He would progper them and direct
them o that they could blegg others. [f the descendants of King David were careful to agree with the plang and purposes of God,
they would never lack a ruler to it on the throne of Yiera'el. [t wag very important that Solomon, the next king of Yiera'el,
underetood clearly that God’s greatest degire ig to bless Hig people g0 they can be a blessing to others, but God does not blegg
Hig people when they digobey Him.

King David wag a man of war, and God had given Yigra'el victory over their enemieg during hig reign of forty years. At hig
death Solomon would git on hig throne to firmly egtablich the Kingdom of Yisra’el during a time of peace in the land. To maintain
peace in the kingdom King Solomon had to adminigter justice in agreement with God. King Solomon would judge the people through
the wigdom of God. Thoge who oppoged the plang and purposes of God would not be free of quilt and would be destroyed. Thoge
who ghowed support and kindnegg to the throne of Yigra'el, demonstrating they agreed with the plang and purposes of God, would
be rewarded.
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New Testament AesT

| Deter 1:3-9

[n thie week’s New Tegtament passage the apostle Peter wag speaking to Jewigh
believers in Meggiah Yeshua who were living in exile. Although they were not living in the
Land of Yisra'el, they were expecting restoration becauge of their hope in the LORD. M
Peter explained to the people that by God’s foreknowledge He knew their suffering o e A
before it happened, and becauge God is Sovereign, He hag the power to put an end to ll
auffering. When God allows Hig people to suffer, it is because He hag a purpose for it.

If God allows Hig people to suffer ag a regult of Hig discipline, it ie becauge He degires to teach them to obey Him in order to
receive or pull down Hig abundant blessings from heaven to earth. [f God allows Hig people to uffer ag a regult of pergecution
from the enemy, He ig giving them a wonderful opportunity to demongtrate their faith in Him through their behavior. Obedient
behavior in thege circumstances will be documented by God for a future Kingdom reward!

When God allows Hig people to suffer, no matter what caused the suffering, He always useg it for the good of Hig people or
for their eanctification. Sanctification is a process that the children of God go through to be set apart or to be made holy in their
behavior in order to serve Him.

M/\AMNV"_

The behavior of a believer doeg not gave them; rather, it demongtrates their trugt in the One Who eaved them by Hig Blood! A
believer cannot worship or gerve God without firet being redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb of God, Megsiah Yeshua. The
ganctification of our behavior ig a very important process which teaches ug to obey God ¢o that we can worship and serve Him in
the way that pleages Him and brings glory to His Name or character.

Peter had failed many timeg in hig life. He had denied knowing Megsiah Yeshua three times on the night of Hig arrest just ag
Yeshua had foretold he would. But through the abundant mercy found in the Blood of Messiah Yeshua, Peter wag regtored
through the living hope he found in the resurrection of Megsiah Yeshua from the dead. A believer’s hope in the promises of God,
which include the coming Kingdom of God, mugt be remembered and focused on during times of discipline from God and during
timeg of persecution from the enemy. A believer’s hope grounded in the regurrection of Megsiah Yechua is connected to the game
hope for an inheritance that both Ya'kou and King David understood before they died. Both of these men understood that they
would inherit the incorruptible and undefiled Kingdom of God through the promiges of God. Because of their hope, they informed
the next generation about this truth 2o that they too could receive redemption and blegging from God.

In this week’s New Tegtament pagsage the Apostle Peter taught believers in Mesgiah Yeshua who were living in exile thig game
truth. All those who trugt in Messiah Yeshua for their redemption have access to the Kingdom of God during their life and wil
have a full inheritance in the Kingdom of God at their death. Our inheritance hag been, is being and will be kept for ug in heaven by
God! Becauge we have such a great inheritance kept by the power of God through our faith in Him, we can endure all sufferings in
our life ag we look forward to our future. When we respond to God’s digcipline with gratitude, we will be gpiritually blessed. When
we regpond o triale and pergecution of the enemy with hope and joy becauge we know the enemy ig defeated by the Blood of the
Lamb of God, Meggiah Yeshua, we testify our faith to otherg, and it ie documented by God for an eternal reward!

Our obedience to the Word of God demongtrates our faith to the world. We will receive our full reward for our obedience to
God when we inherit Hig Kingdom!
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-~ Kingdom Tegt ~

- -

Directiong: Ungeramble the lettere below each blank to write the correct answer.

[ God’e for Hig children ig for their good. .
pslediiine %
2. God’s of Hig enemiee cannot be eccaped.
tgeunjmd
3. Godig , meaning He hag the right and authority to exercise Hig power over Hig creation.
veegnireo
4. God ig able to take and turn it into
leiv odog
5. God doeg not blegg Hig children when they Him.
ydsoibe
6. When God allows Hig children to suffer, it i becauge He hag a for it.
eppsuro
7. When God allows Hig children to from Hig discipline, it ig to teach them to obey Him.
fefurg
8. When God allows Hig children to suffer from the enemy, it ig to give them the opportunity to
rtnegieonpu
have their faithful obedience to Him documented for an eternal reward.
9. ie a procesq that the children of God go through to get them apart by their behavior in
finitSnacoatci
order to serve Him.
1O. The children of God will receive their ful for their obedience when they inherit the Kingdom of God.
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