Shottim

“Judges”

You ghall appoint judges and officers
in all your gateg, which the LORD your God

gives you, according to your tribeg, and
they shall judge the people with just judgment.

Pray Firgt

Father God,

We thank You for teaching ug what
justice and righteougnesg are through Your
law. We agk You to help ug demongtrate
our love for You by correctly applying Your
law to our liveg in gpirit and in truth. We
praige You ag we eagerly watch and wait
for the day when we will know You
completely and be able to worship You
without the presence of gin in our liveg.

[n Yeghua’s Name we pray. Amen

Next Read
Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9

Deuteronomy 16:18

In thig week’s Paragha Moghe (Moges) continued to give
ingtructions to the Children of Yisra’el before they entered the
Promised Land. He commanded them to appoint judges and officere
from all their tribeg to uphold God’s just judgment determined by Hig lau
while in the land. They were not to show partiality or take a bribe when
administering judgment. f they strictly enforced the laws of God while
in the Land of Promige, they would inherit life and the land the LORD
God wag giving them to possess.

[t wag important for the Children of Yigra'el not to copy any of the
ways the other nationg had worghiped their gods nor chould they excuge
any man or woman among them that went after other gods to gerve and
worghip them. Thig type of behavior wag a tranggresgion of God’e
covenant with Hig people, and the guilty one mugt be stoned to death at
the city gatee. Two or more witnegges were required to render a
judgment of death for such an abomination againet God.

The Levitical prieste of God who dwelt among the Children of Yierael in the places designated by Him, were to
decide the difficult cageg that could not eagily be determined by the judges and officerg of the tribee. The judgment

given by the prieste of God wag to be carried out exactly ag it wag decided according to the law. Anyone who refused

to carry out the judgment that wag pronounced wag to be put to death go that the law of God would always be upheld

in the Land of Promige. The death sentence adminigtered to the one who refuged to obey God’s judgment would act to
rid Yigra'el of evil. When the people in the land heard and gaw the judgment carried out they would fear the
congequences for disobedience. Thig served to encourage the people of God to obey and honor Hig law and order.
Moshe aleo gave instructiong regarding the king of Yiera'el, the Oriesthood of Yisra’el and the future Prophet of
Yigra'el whom the LORD God would raige up from within their midst. He gave further ingtruction about the placement
and need for citieg of refuge to be established within the land. Judgment would be determined for all those who fled
there to seek or avoid justice. [nnocent bloodshed had to be atoned for or the Land of Promise would become polluted.
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“And he ghall eay to them,
‘Hear, O Yigra'el: Today you are on the verge of
battle with your enemieg; do not let your heart faint,

Moghe ingtructed the Children of Yigra'el that they should never
let fear stop them from going out against their enemieg in battle
becauge the LORD God wag with them. When they were on the
verge of battle, the priest should encourage them not to be afraid

do not be afraid, and do not tremble or be terrified
becauge of them, for the LORD you God ie He Who

goes with you, to fight for you against your
nor to be terrified even when the enemy seemed stronger and more

powerful. The priegt should remind them that the LORD God would
fight for them and gave them from their enemieg. The officers
ghould then gepeak to the goldiers to determine who would fight in the event of war and who would remain home for

enemieg, to save you.
Deuteronomy 20:3-4

varioug reagong. Once the officers determined who would fight in the war, they appointed
captaing to lead the army.

No life wag to be gpared in the citieg of the Hittite, Amorite, Canaanite, Derizzite, Hivite and
the Jebugite. Their total degtruction wag necessary for the Yiera’elites to avoid learning the
abominable ways thege nationg had worghiped their gods. The LORD God commanded thege
nationg be utterly degtroyed from the face of the earth! However, when the Yisra’elites went

out to fight a city far away from the land of thege nationg, they were to offer peace before fighting againet them. [f
the city accepted the peace offering, it would remain unharmed and would be placed
under Yigra'el's authority. [t would serve Yisra'el and pay tribute to her. [f the city
did not accept the peace agreement, the men of the city would be killed by the
sword. The city, along with the women, children, livestock and plunder, would then
belong to the Yieraelites.

When the Yiera'elites attacked a city for along time, they were not to uge any
tree from the land that produced food to build siege worke. Only treeg that did not
produce food could be cut down and used in thig manner.

Finally, Moshe commanded that if a dead body wag found lying in a field with no
known guspect for murder or manglaughter, the eldere and judges were to meagure the distance from the dead body to

the surrounding citie. The elderg of the city nearegt to the glain man were to take a heifer that had never done any
manner of work down to the valley with flowing water that had never been plowed or sowed and break itg neck. Then
the Levitical priests, who the LORD God chose to gerve Him and to bless in Hig Name while settling every controversy
and every aggault, were to come near to witness the elders of the city ag they washed their handg over the heifer
whoge neck had been broken. The Levites were to pray to God, confessing that they did not shed the blood of the glain
man nor did they know how he had died. They were to agk God not to lay the guilt of innocent bloodshed on the people
of Yiera'el who He had redeemed but to provide an atonement for Hig people ingtead. Only when one doeg what ig right
in the gight of God will He provide atonement for the shedding of innocent blood.
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. ~ Focus Pageage of Seripture ~
Deuteronomy [7:14-18:22

[n Deuteronomy 171415 we learn when the Children of Yiera’el desired a king to rule over them in the Land of
Promige they should only place a king over them who the LORD God chose. God would chooge a king from among their
brothers. A foreigner should never be get ag king over the nation of Yisra'el!

[n Deuteronomy 1716 we learn the future king of Yigra’el wag not to rely on Eqypt for power in battle nor ghould he
cauge the people of Yigra'el to return to Equpt to support them in battle. The LORD God had commanded that the
Yisra'elitee never return to Equpt again! God did not want the king of Yiera'el to trugt in military power demongtrated
by many horges. [ngtead, He wanted the king of Yigra’el to trust only in Him for protection. The Yisra'elites had gone
down to Eqypt to survive a great famine in the land but had become enslaved by the Eqyptiang. The LORD God had
redeemed them from bondage in Eqypt, and they were never to depend on the Eqyptiang again to gugtain them!

[n Deuteronomy [7:7 we learn that the future king of Yiara'el should not have an increasing number of wives. The
kinge of the nationg often took many wiveg from other nations ag a type of agreement to live in peace with one
another. The king of Yiera’el wag not to do ag the other nationg did. Thege foreign wives would only serve to turn the
king away from worshiping God with all hig heart because they did not know or worship the LORD God of Yisra'el. The
king of Yigra’el wag algo not to concern himgelf with increaging hig richeg of silver and gold. Silver and gold have no
eternal value, and the future king of Yiera'el should have no desire to increage an abundance of worldly wealth.

In Deuteronomy [7:18-20 we learn that when the king of Yigra'el eat on hig throne, he chould write a copy of the
Torah. He ghould refer to it everyday of hig reign, 2o he would learn to fear the LORD God
and be careful to follow all the Words of God written in Hig law. Doing thig would protect him
from believing he wag above the law of God and not subject to Hie judgment ag hig brethren
were. The king of Yigra'el should not to turn agide from the commandments of God to the right
hand or to the left becauge ag the leader of Yiara'el he, above all others, should always obey
God. [f the king of Yisra'el wag careful to obey the law of God, his days would be prolonged
along with the people living in the Promised Land.
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In Deuteronomy 18:-8 we learn that the Levitical priests are to have no
inheritance with Yiera'el, rather, the LORD ig their inheritance. Therefore, they
were to eat the LORD’s portion of the offeringg given by the people. Of the
burnt offerings, whether from the cattle or the flock, they were to receive the

zeroah (upper arm), the cheeks and the stomach. They were to receive the firgt fruite of the grain, the new wine and
the oil ag well ag the first of the fleece from the sheep for their livelihood in gerving the LORD. The LORD God choge
the tribe of Levi and hig song to gtand and to minigter to Him forever. [f a Levite came from any city to wholeheartedly
gerve in the Name of the LORD at the place the LORD chooses for Hig presence to dwell, he will be given an equal
portion to eat with hig brethren who were gerving there in addition to what ig gold of their inheritance.

[n Deuteronomy 18:9-14 we learn that when the Children of Yiera’el came into
the land God choge to give them, they were not to learn to follow the abominationg
that the other natione. There wag to be no Yigraelite among them who eacrificed
hig gon or daughter to a falge god. There wag to be no one who practiced
witcheraft, no goothgayer, one who interprets omeng, a sorcerer, one who
conjureg gpells, a medium, a gpiritist or one who calle up the dead. Everyone who does thege thinge are an abomination
to the LORD, and the Children of Yiera’el were to be blamelegs before the LORD. They were not to be like the nationg
who did all thege abominable things, cauging them to be driven out of the land by the LORD God. The reagon God
dispossesced these nationg from the land wag becauge they ligtened to gootheayers and diviners, but the Children of
Yisra'el were not set apart for such evil.

In Deuteronomy 18:15-19 we learn the LORD God wag going to raise up a Brophet like
Moshe from the midet of the Children of Yisrael in the future. Moshe explained that when
God raiged thie Prophet up, they would hear all Hig Words according to what they had heard
at Mount Horeb/Mount Sinai in the day of the agsembly before God when they had cried out
to Moghe gaying:

“ Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, nor let me see thig great fire anymore, lest [ die.”

On that day the LORD regponded to them by saying that it wag good that they had epoken thege wordg because
He wag going to raise up for them a Prophet like Moghe, Who would be the Redeemer. God declared He would put Hig
Wordsg in Hig mouth and He would gay to them all the Wordg that God commanded Him to gay. Anyone who does not
hear God’s Word gpoken by Him in Hig Name will be utterly destroyed.
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In Deuteronomy [8:20-22 we learn that any prophet who spoke a word in God’s Name that God had not
commanded him to epeak would die. When a prophet gpoke in the name of the LORD and what he had spoken did not
happen, then he wag not a prophet of God. Thig one wag a falge prophet who wag acting outside the power of God and
ghould not be feared! The words of God gpoken through His prophets had a dual occurrence for thig reagon. [n some
ingtanceg the prophet of God wag a living example of the Words he gpoke from God. The Wordg gpoken by a prophet

of God often came true during the prophet’s lifetime to affirm their validity for the end of days.

~ Torah Recap Review ~

Directiong: Write the letter of the statemente below in the correct column

o

g ‘ N
~ King Priest Promiged Land Prophet

L 6. n__ 6.
2 7 2 17
3 8_ 3. 8.
4. 9__ 4. 9._
5__ 0. 5. 20.

A. No witch-craft allowed here H. Inheritance ig the LORD

B. Should not take many wives . Must write a personal copy of the Torah

C. Words spoken always came true J. No gacrifices to falge gods to be given here

D. Only from the tribe of Levi K. Received firet fruite of grain ag part of galary

E. Mugt obey the law of God L. Should not accumulate richeg

F. Spoke the Wordg of God M. Given to the set apart people of God

G. Bod’s choice N. Abominable nationg cagt out by God

O. God raiged up another one like Moghe
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Haftarah

lgaish 5L2-5312

[n thie week’s Haftarah the prophet Yesha’yahu ([eaiah) epoke Words from God to the Children of Yiera'el (lerael).
He explained God ig the only One Who can destroy both body and soul. Therefore, Yigra'el should not fear man, who is
here today and gone tomorrow, but ghe should only fear the eternal LORD God. @

Yesha'yahu explained that Yigra'el had forgotten the LORD God their Maker Who created the heaveng and the
earth. Becauge God hag demonstrated Who He ig through Hig creation gince the beginning, Hie Wordg can be trugted!
Instead of fearing the LORD God to make Him their top priority, the Children of Yiera'el had continually feared Satan’e
fierce anger that manifested through man’e degire to destroy them. All thoge who fear man over God will be destroyed
by the LORD God and will receive no connection to the Kingdom of God forever! @ ®

The Children of Yigra'el have been in exile and oppresged throughout higtory due to their lack of fear in God.
Houwever, a change is coming quickly to all thoge who repent. Thege will have eternal life even though they die. Just ag
God wag able to separate the waterg at the time of creation He wag able to divide the roaring waves of the sea. The
God of hoste (armieg) ie able to do all things! ¢ ¢ O

God hag placed Hig Words into the mouthg of the Children of Yisra’el. He hag covered them with Hig Hand to
protect them for Hig Kingdom purposes in the future. God will accomplish His Word concerning Yigra'el and He will say
to Zion: é
“You are My people.” 0

é
Therefore, wake yourself up Yiera'el! You have already experienced ? the cup of God’s fury from
Hig wrath becauge you were stubborn and rebellious. You have been and will be judged by God to the very end. But,
your rebelliousness will be brought to ite completion. Becauge the leadership of Yiera'el hag ignored the truth of God’s
Word, there hag been no one among her to make her strong. In her weakness God will cauge two things to happen:

#1- No one will care what happen to Yigrael @
#2-Destruction, famine and the sword will come upon Yiera'el
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The Song of Yigrael il die before God’s final redemption comes to Yiera'el.
They will experience the rebuke of the LORD during the time of Yakov’s (Jacob’s)
trouble. Their affliction from God due to their sin will allow them to hear Hig voice
clearly. God hag and will justly judge Yigra'el’s iniquities. When Hig judgment ig
complete, He will again comfort her. Just ag Moshe contended for the people, the
Mesgiah will contend for the nation of Yiera'el, and God will spare Hig people from
the full extent of Hig wrath.

When the LORD God hag been comforted by executing Hig judgement, He will regpond by extending His Grace to
the nation of Yisra’el. He will destroy the nationg who come against her to destroy her. [n thie way the entire people

of Yiera'el will be gaved! When thege thinge oceur, Zion (Jerugalem) will awaken to the truth of God and become gtrong
in the LORD their Mesgiah and Redeemer. They will learn to fear only God, and their deeds will reflect Hig character.
No longer will sin againet God be tolerated within the gates of Zion. Only those who enter into the new covenant with
Megsiah will receive God’e bleeginge.

Everyone who enters into the new covenant with God will shake off all traces of the world and rige up to serve Him.
Yigra'el will never to be moved out of position again due to their rebellion againgt God, and God’s purpose for them wil
be fulfilled ag they become the leaders of the world.

Yigra’el willfully went down to Eqypt ag a regult of her refugal to accept
Yogef (Jogeph), God’s choice for her redemption. Thig rebellion placed her
M under bondage, having no benefit! She wag redeemed not by money but by the
blood of the lamb. Yigra'el hag willfully returned to Eqypt, spiritually, by refusing
to accept, Megsiah Yeshua, God’s choice for her eternal redemption. Thig rebellion hag placed her under bondage again,
having no benefit! She will not be redeemed by money but only by the precious Blood of the Lamb of God, Messiah
Yeghual

Agayria did not attack Yiera'el because they agreed with God and wanted to serve Him. Rather, they attacked
Yigra'el with no benefit for themaelves because they allowed Satan to manifest through them. God allowed thig
affliction from the enemy to digcipline Hig people for their gin of idolatry, which gent them into exile from the Land of
Promige.

The Word of God gpoken concerning the descendante of Auraham (Abraham) can not be fulfilled while the Children
of Yigra'el are in exile physically and spiritually, and thig blagphemes the Name and Character of Almighty God. [+ only
gerveg Satan by implying to the nationg that God ig not able to accomplish His will. For the sake of Hig Name God will

judge the enemies of Yisra'el, and rejoicing will be heard in the Kingdom of God. The Children of Yiera’el will one day
look upon Messiah Yeshua and know that He ig the LORD God Who redeems them from the bondage of sin and the
persecution of the enemy.
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When Mesgish Yeshua returng, how pleagant will Hig authority

be? Hig feet will proclaim the good news to all governments of the
earth. He will cauge everyone to hear and regpond to the fulfillment
of Hig will. The fulfilment of God’s will regults in peace on the
earth. He will cause the Way of Salvation to be known by all,
allowing victory to be experienced over the things of the world.
These things will happen becauge our God reigne!

All those who know the Way to Salvation are expecting and
watching for Meggiah Yeshua’s return. Every eye will see the

return of the LORD Megsiah Yeshua to Zion! When Hig Kingdom

ie established, thoge in exile will rejoice becauge the LORD hag comforted Hig people and redeemed Yerushalayim
(Jerugalem). When God reveale His Son the Redeemer to the Children of Yiera'el, all nationg will see the Salvation of

God.

Ag in the days of the exodug from Eqypt, the leaders of Yigra'el mugt make a change and turn from their rebellioug
wayg to become clean before the LORD. Thig will not be done ag before when Yisra’el left Eqypt fearfully fleeing in

haste. [netead, the LORD God of Yiera'el will go before her to gather her up and her enemy, Satan, will be no more!

</

L7

~ Let’s Pray ~
Father God,

We praige You for all the great thinge You have done for us! You have
raiged up from among the Children of Yigra'el the Prophet like Moghe,
Who ie Mesgiah Yeshua. He hag spoken all Your Words concerning
redemption. You have ancinted Him ag the High Priest to make
atonement with Hig blood that He shed on the erogg allowing ug to be
get free from our bondage to gin. You have re-egtabliched the nation of
Yigra’el in the Land of Promige to receive Him when He returng ag the
King of Yiera’el. He hag only one bride, who ig the church. He ig the
Word and will rule according to Your commandments with no concern for
worldly riches. He will rule with all Bower and Authority, securing and
protecting all thoge who enter into Hig Kingdom of Regt to worghip Him.
May You receive all glory, honor and praige forever and ever for all the
great things You have done for ug!

In Yeshua’s Name we pray. Amen

I

.
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~ New Tegtament ~ g

John [19-34

[n this week’s New Tegtament Seripture the Jewich leadership among the Pharigeeg in Yerughalayim (Jerugalem) gent
prieste and Leviteg out to Yochanan (John) in order to determine who he wag. Yochanan confessed that he wag not
the Megaiah, Eliyahu (Elijah) nor the Prophet Who Moghe had declared the LORD God would raige up from among them.
Y ochanan informed them that he wag the voice the prophet Yesha’yahu had foretold would be gent to ery in the
wildernegs gaying, “Make etraight the way of the LORD!”

The priests and Leviteg then agked Yochanan why he wag immerging people if he wag not the Mesgiah, Eliyahu or
the Orophet. Yochanan explained to them that he immerged with water, but among them etood the One they were
inquiring about but did not know. Yochanan explained that this One came after him but ig preferred over him becauge
He existed before him. Yochanan confesged that he wag not worthy to untie thig One’s shoeg. Al thig took place in
Beit- Avarah (Houge of Crogging Over) on the other gide of the Yardin (Jordan) River where Yochanan wag preparing
Jews to receive redemption from the Meggish. The next day Yochanan saw Messish Yeshua walking toward him and
he gaid:

“Behold! The Lamb of God Who takes away (lifte up) the gin of the world! Thig is He Whom [ gaid, ‘After me
comeg a Man Who ig preferred over me, becauge He wag before me.” [ did not know Him; but that He should be
revealed to Yiera'el, therefore [ came immerging with water.” John I: 29-3|

Yochanan wag gpeaking about the Divinity of Messiah Yeghua, the Son of God Who ig fully God and came from
heaven to become fully man in order to redeem the world. Yochanan explained that he did not know Who the Messiah
wag but that he wag sent to perform immergion for repentance in order that Yigra'el could receive Him. Yochanan
continued to explain that the One Who sent him to do thig work of immersion told him that the One he gaw the Spirit of
God degcending upon and remaining upon wag the Meggish Who immergeg with the Holy Spirit.

Yochanan then tegtified that when he immersed Megsiah Yeshua he saw the Spirit of God descending from heaven
like a dove, and He remained upon Him. Yochanan saw and testified that Meggiah Yeshua ig the Son of God!
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~ Recap Review Fun ~

Word Bank Directiong: Fill in the blank uging the wordg from the word bank.
Judged Mesgiah
Holy Spirit High Driect . Only ____ can destroy both body and goul.
Strong Eliyahu
Covenant Vieradl 2. All those who fear more than God will be destroyed by God.
Son God )
Foar Deople 3. God wil all nationg who come againet Yigrael
Repent Man
Water Crace 4. All those who will be quickly changed.
King Prophet
Vochua Quord 5. The LORD God will say to Yiera'el, “You are My J
Destroy Leaderchip

6. Yisra'el will learn to only fear God and this will make her

7. During the time of Ya’kov’s trouble no one will care what happeng to and ghe will endure degtruction,

famine and the
8. Once God hag juetly Yigra’el He will again comfort her and extend Hig to her.
9. Exile from God and oppression from the enemy reqult when one lacks the of God.

0. Yigra’el hag not been gtrong in the pagt because her hag ignored the truth of God’s Word.

ll. Only thoge who enter into the new with God will receive Hig blegginge.

2. The Word of God gpoken to the Children of Yigra'el will only be fulfilled when they are living in the Land of Promige

and they receive Measiah ag the Redeemer Who gaves them from their bondage to gin.
3. Yochanan confesged he wag not the nor or the Prophet.
|4, Yochanan wag gent to immerge with but the Meggiah Yeshua wag gent to immerge with the

15. Meagqiah Yeshua ig the of God, the , the and the of Yiera’el.

1 O Gury 3o YiH Jaydouq ‘Uog /G ds Alop “sarem /) ‘nyefiy3 Yeissapy /¢ BNysak /) ueUan0a )|
‘diysiapean/ ) “Jea} /¢ 89810 Pabpn(/g paoms iz, Buous /g ‘a|doad /G usdai/ 1> Roarsap/¢ Uew/g Pog/| siamsuy © 2024 Congreaation of the Word/Lovelsraelorg. All Righte Reserved






