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When you take the cengug of the Children of Yigra'el for
their numberg, then every man shall give a rangom for
himgelf to the LORD, when you number them, that there
may be no plague among them when you number them.
Exodug 3012

Therefore the Children of Yiera’el shall keep the Sabbath, to

obgerve the Sabbath throughout their generationg ag a
perpetual covenant. “[t ig a gign between Me and the

children of Yigra’el forever; for in gix daye the LORD

made the heaveng and the earth, and on the seventh day

In thie week’s Paragha God completed Hig ingtruction to
Moghe (Mogeg) on Mount Sinai concerning proper worghip. He
gave Moghe ingtruction for how to take a cengus: (ki tigea) -

He regted and wag refreghed.”

Exodug AL6-7

“when you elevate”.

On the Day of Atonement each year a censug wag to be taken, and a rangom offering
wag to be given by each man counted in the census. Every male who wag twenty years of
age and older wag commanded to give an offering of one half shekel. Taking the censug on

Pray Firet
Father God,
We praige You for Your

the appointed day ag instructed by God ensured that He would not gend a plague among the
people.

Before Moshe descended the Mountain with the tablets of Testimony, God emphagized
the importance and eternal significance of regting weekly on the seventh day of the week.
God created the seventh day and sanctified it ag holy for the purpose of resting in Him.
Reating weekly on the geventh day ie a sign between God and His people that gerves to
quard against all formg of idolatry.

After God completed Hig ingtructions, Moshe returned to the people to find that they had
broken the covenant God cut with them by practicing idolatry, or strange worship. In hig
anger Moghe broke the tablets of the Tegtimony. He took the calf they had made from gold

mercy and Your grace. We thank
You that You degire to know ug by
name. Help ug to conform to Your
character o that Your glory can
be geen in ug.

[n Yeshua’s Name we pray.
Amen

Read Next
Exodug B0O:1-34:35

and burned it in the fire. He ground it into powder, scattered it on the water and made the children of Yiara’el (lerael) drink it.
Moshe called for all who repented of thig evil gin to join him in war againgt those who would not repent. The entire tribe of Levi
joined Moghe and around 3,000 men - brother, friend and neighbor - were killed that day. Moghe they ascended the Mountain
of God again in order to mediate for the people. He agked God to forgive them and not destroy them ag well ag go with them into
the Oromiged Land. Moghe found favor in the sight of God on behalf of the people. God cut a covenant with Moshe and promiged
to do awegome thinge that would impact Hig entire creation. Thege evente began the age of merey and grace upon hearing the

Word of God rather than seeing Him.
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Mountaintop Experience with the King

~ Focug Paseage of Scripture ~
Exodus 54:0-28

God commanded Moghe to carve two tablets of stone like the first oneg God carved and wrote on. Moghe had broken
the tablets of Testimony when he found the people of Yisra'el had broken their covenant with God by practicing the great
ain of idolatry. Moshe found grace in the gight of God. For thig reagon God wrote all Hie worde again on the
gecond get of tablete. The gecond get of tablete and ingtructiong of God defined the age of grace
entered by way of a covenant with God. During thig age of grace all who have been redeemed
by God becauge they ligtened to Hig words, responding in the Spirit to uphold them, demongtrate
the glory of God.

: — “*j ,: — “._\‘ [n Exodug 341l God commanded Moghe to guard Hig commands to him becauge they have
e e e great value. God’e commandments have the ability to bring the will, wonder, power and presence
\ [ | Yy 9 p p
T 7  of God among people. God informed Moghe that He would cagt out six nationg before him and

J-~ — — ——  thepeople of Yierael ag they went into the Promiced Land.

In Exodug 342 God commanded Moshe not to make a covenant with any of the people of the nationg in the land of promige.
God warned Moghe that it would be digpleaging and dighonoring to Him if he made a covenant with the nationg. Thig sinful
behavior would jeopardize the ability of God’s people to demonstrate Hig glory in the world.

[n Exodug 3413 God commanded Moshe to destroy all altarg, sacred pillare and wooden images that were being uged by the
nationg to worship idols. God ig holy, and He alone ig worthy of worship. To uge anything to worhip God that hag been used to
worghip idolg i¢ dighonoring to Him.

[n Exodug 3414 God clearly epoke, stating that He i a jealous God! When Hig people attempt to worship Him uging objects
or traditiong of man that He hag not sanctioned, He is offended and very digpleased.

In Exodus 3415 God further explained to Moghe that if the people cut a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, this would
unite them in a relationship with false gods. There ig only one God, and He is LORD of all. Falge gods are not real and have
absolutely no power. Houever, when a pergon uniteg himself with falge gods in place of or in conjunction with the worship of the
One True God, that pergon ig inviting evil, demonic activity into their life. God gave Hig holy Sabbaths and Festivale to Hig people
to protect them and guard against such activity. These appointed days should not be acknowledged in an unbiblical way.

[n Exodus 3416 God explained that entering into a covenant with idol worshippers ig not only a danger to the people that
participate, but it algo influences the next generation by bringing corruption into it. After many generationg, thege practices of
idolatry will become commonplace, and the truth and power of proper worship given by God will no longer be valued. Thege
practices over time will affect the lives of believerg for Satan and will not manifest the glory of God.
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The Commandments and Sabbathg of God safeguard believers from idolatry
and its evil effects and influence.

[dolatry is going after our will and setting God’s will agide.

The Fegtivale of the Bible, or the LORD’s appointed timeg (niy1n - mo’edim), including the weekly Sabbath, teach ug truth.
They provide a way to properly worship God for who He ig, what He hag done and what He will do in the future. They aleo act to
safeguard ug from idolatry and protect ug from evil. They should never be acknowledged by using pagan symbolg or traditiong of
men.

In Exodug 347 God commanded Moghe to make no molded gods. An idol is carried around by its owner for the purpose of
gerving him or helping him achieve hig will or desire.

[n Exodug 3418 God commanded that Hig Feast of Unleavened Bread (nxn - Matzah) be kept for
geven dayg each year at the time it originally oceurred. [n Aviv, the firet month of the year, on the
fifteenth day of the month God redeemed the children of Yisra’el out of Eqypt by the blood of the lamb.
To honor God for thig great work of redemption every year one ie commanded to eat only unleavened

bread for geven days. Unleavened bread ig a flat bread because it hag no leaven in it, which cauges it to rige. Leaven, or yeagt, ig
a symbol of pride and gin. Unleavened bread symbolizes that which hag been sanctified or set apart for the purposes of God.
Eating unleavened bread for geven days honore God by acknowledging that He ig the only
source of redemption in a pereon’s life. A redeemed person ig then get apart, making them
free to worghip Him in Spirit and truth.

Exodug 34:19-20 continues to teach about God’s work of redemption. Because He
redeemed every firgtborn from death on the fifteenth of Auiv, all firgtborn maleg of cattle
belong to God and must be redeemed by a lamb. A donkey must algo be redeemed by the
eacrifice of a lamb, but if it ig not redeemed, it mugt be killed go that no benefit can come
from it. Al firgthorn male children mugt be redeemed with an offering to the LORD.
Thege commands from God teach us to give to the LORD a gacrificial offering for the great things He hag done to redeem Hig
people. They remind ug that death ig the congequence of gin (Genegie 2:17).

In Exodug 34:21 God commanded rest every week on the geventh day of the week. Even during plowing and harveat
geagong, the geventh day Sabbath must be kept. Thig teaches that one should honor God by resting weekly on the geventh day no
matter what the circumetances of our lives.

[n Exodug 34:22. God commanded that the Feagt of weeke (waiyim - Shavuot) be kept at the time of gathering the first
fruite of the wheat harvest and the Feagt of Ingathering at the year’s end mugt be obgerved.
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In Exodug 34:23-24 God commanded that three timeg each year all the men of Yisra'el must appear before the LORD, the
LORD God of Yigra'el. Thege three pilgrimage feagte include the Feagt of Unleavened Bread (nxn - Matzah), the Feagt of Firt
Fruite (10 23110 - Yom Ha Bikkurim) and the Feast of [ngathering (031 - Sukkot).

God explained that He will cagt out the nationg before the people of Yisra'el and enlarge their territory. He stated that no man wil
seize their property when they leave their homes to appear before Him on thege mo’edim. Thig helps ug undergtand that
acknowledging the LORD’e Sabbathg ig a protection from evil for the redeemed.

In Exodug 3425 we are given more information about proper worship during thege holy
Sabbathe. No leaven ig to ever be offered with a blood eacrifice to the LORD! This teaches ug
that we are not to worship God in a dighonoring way, nor are we to do acte of worship for ginful
reagong. Algo, the lamb gacrifice of the Feagt of Paggover (oon - Pesach) that oceurs on the

l\ fourteenth day of Aviv in preparation for the Feast of Unleavened Bread mugt not be left until
the morning. Thig teaches ug that we mugt not waste God’s work of redemption or attempt to

—

uge it for pergonal gain.

[n Exodus 34:26 we learn that God commanded that the firet fruite of the land be brought to the houge of the LORD during
the Feast of Firet Fruite. God ig the provider and sugtainer of all and hould be honored ag such.

All of thege Festivalg are to be honored at the appointed times given by God. They serve ag a means to worship Him properly
and to eafequard the redeemed from idolatry and evil. Becauge they are egtablished by God for Hig purposes, they should not be
acknowledged or celebrated in any other way. Thie underetanding gives meaning to the command, “You shall not boil a young goat
in ite mother’e milk.” A mother’e milk i¢ a source of life for a young goat, and it should never by used to cook the young goat.
Likewige, the Feagts of the LORD and Hig holy Sabbaths are a gource of protection to the believer and a way to honor and
worship God properly. They should never by celebrated in a way that would invite evil into the liveg of the redeemed. Also, they
should never by celebrated in conjunction with the traditions of man. To acknowledge them in this way would only serve to honor
Satan and bring no glory of God to the world.

In Exodug 34:27-28 God commanded Moghe to write down all the words. —— L
According to thege wordg, He cut a covenant with Moghe and with Yigrael. /== === =) /~— —— ~——
Moshe obeyed God while he wag on the mountain with the LORD for forty daye T T T
and forty nights, without bread or water. God wrote again on the tablets, which —
Moghe had carved, all the wordg of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.
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Bod’e Spring Fegtivale

Festival Hebrew Name Date
Pegach Aviv
Bread 152
First Yom
Feagt of Weeke
Paggover Shavuot Aviv
Unleavened Fruite

Matzah 4 Ha Bikkurim
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Torah Dortion Review

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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King of the Mountain \
=y
Haftarah: | Kinge 18:1-39 /%f 7
“Hear me, O LORD, hoar mg/
hat

Pray Firet ‘
Father God, that thie people may khow
You are the LORD God, And
that You have turned tHfeir

We praige You becauge You are the only God and deserve all glory, honor
and praige. We thank You for hearing our prayerg and for forgiving ug when i
T hearts back to You agin.
we repent of gpiritual idolatry. _
[n Yeshua’e Name we pray. Amen

Read Next
| Kinge 18:-39 /
In thie week’s Haftarah the people of Yiera'el, led by King Ahab, were worshiping idole. King Ahab disobeyed God and entered
into the covenant of marriage with Jezebel from among the nationg. Queen Jezebel worshiped idole and influenced King Ahab to
lead the people of Yigra’el into all formg of evil. She was opposed to God and had the prophets of God killed! She worshiped the
false gode of Baal and Asherah and ligtened to false prophets.

Ag areault of King Ahab’e digsobedience to God’s commandments, he lacked the protection they provided. God withheld Hig
blessing of rain upon the land of promige. For three years there had been no rain in the land, cauging a severe famine in Yigra'el.
God had miraculougly sustained and protected one hundred of Hig prophete plug Hig prophet Elijah from Queen Jezebel. Jezebel
and Ahab gearched everywhere for the prophete of God but could not find them.

One day God commanded Elijah to appear before King Ahab to confront hig evil practices. Elijah obeyed God and challenged
Ahab to meet him on Mount Carmel. He told King Ahab to gather all of Yiera'el along with the 450 falge prophets of Baal and
the 400 falge prophete of Agherah on top of the mountain.

Once everyone wag agsembled on the mountain Elijah spoke to the people of Yisra'el in the same manner Moghe had done

previougly in the wilderness. Elijah agked them how long they would continue to worship God and idols together. He told them to
repent of thig great gin of idolatry and worghip God alone in the way pleaging to Him. The people did not repent. They did not eay

a uord.

Elijah pointed out that he wag the only prophet of God pregent on the mountain facing the 450 falge prophets of Baal. Elijah
suggested that two bulls be given to the two teamg of prophets. Team Baal could chooge their bull, and Elijah would take the other.
Each team would prepare their bull to be congumed by fire when placed on the wood but would put no fire under it. Then the false
prophete would call upon their gods to congume their bull with fire, and Elijah would call upon his God to congume hig bull with fire.

The God who answered the call to congume the bull with fire would make Himgelf known to all ag the One True God.
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The falge prophet prepared their bull ag stated and began to call upon their false gods to congume their gacrifice with fire. They
called from morning until noon, but there wag no regponge. They leaped around the altar and cut themgelveg, which wag their evi
custom. The falge prophetg cried out louder to their gods, but atill there wag no regponge.

False gods are not real and have absolutely no power!
At noonday Elijah began to mock the falge prophete ag they continued to prophegy falsely, cut themeelves and ery out loudly
for their gods to regpond. These thinge continued until the time of the evening gacrifice.

Elijah mocked them saying, “ Cry louder becauge...

Maybe he’s bugy

Perhaps he’s gleeping and
mugt be awakened

Maybe he’s away

on a journey

O

Maybe he’e meditating

O

Still there wag no responge.

Then Elijah summoned all the people to come near to him, and all the people came near. He repaired the altar of the LORD that
had been broken by taking twelve stones to repregent the twelve tribeg of Yigra'el. He dug a large trench around the altar a
placed the wood underneath the pieces of the bull he had prepared. He told the people to fill the trench with water and pour water
on the bull and the wood. The people repeated thig three times ag they were ingtructed.

At the time of the evening sacrifice Elijah called upon the LORD God of Auraham (Abraham), Yiz’chak (lsaac) and Y a'Kou
(Jacob) to let it be known to all the people that he served the only God of all ereation, the God of Yigra'el. Then the fire of the
LORD fell upon the altar and congumed the burnt sacrifice of the bull along with the wood, the stoneg, the dust and the water
within the trench. All the people fell on their faces in repentance and acknowledged that there in only one God, stating: “The

LORD, He ig God! The LORD He is God!”
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~ New Tegtament ~
| Corinthiang 8:4-13

In today’s New Tegtament portion of Seripture the Apogtle Paul explaing
that idole are not real, g0 they have no power. Becauge they are not real,
food eacrificed to them hag no power. [f it ig eaten, it can not influence
the believer’s life in any way - either good or bad.

Paul explaing that many thinge are honored ag false gods whether
formg from heaven or earth and none of them are real. They are not true;
they are falge. They are imaginary!

Believers have knowledge of the One True God, Yeshua (Jesug). He ig
the only One Who can redeem and give new life. Thig knowledge ig good
and true but should not be used in a prideful way.

o /L N

Ny [

So then, about eating food
eaerificed to idole: We know
that “A idol is nothing at all in
the world” and that “There ig
no God but one.”

/ | Corinthiang 8:4

_/ N L

Some believers are weak in their faith and are bothered by the idea that they might eat food eacrificed to idole.. A strong
believer who ig not bothered by thig for the knowledge that it hag no power over him, should not pridefully congume the food while
in the company of the weaker one. A gtrong believer chould always try to support and lift up his brother in Chrigt. [f a weaker
believer geeg the stronger one eating what hag been sacrificed to idolg, it could encourage him to participate in omething that he
believeg is wrong. The apogtle Paul explained that it would be better to never eat meat again than to encourage a believer to eat

gomething he believeg in wrong to eat.

Thie New Tegtament teaching should not
be confuged with Exodug 34:13-16. [n thie
Torah paseage of Seripture God ig referring
to the worghip of idole and being unequally
yoked by marrying someone who ig not a
believer. To do thig ie being unfaithful to God
and corruptg the next generation. Today’s
New Testament paseage of Scripture ie
teaching us that food eacrificed to idolg hag
no power over the believer becauge idols are
not reall However, if a believer ig bothered by
thig, we should know that it ig very important
not to do anything that would cauge a believer
to participate in what he believes ig wrong.
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Recap Review Fun

Directions: Circle the iteme used to worship God in a way that ie pleaging to Him.

a
7

Jeuwhy pue a1 “sefiead Yeziepy a|qig ssemduy
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